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*** Inspired as I am by a deep conviction, springing 
from a long line of experimental elucidations and deductions 
pointing to the conclusion that, if a man desire sincerely 
and seriously, and out of no mere curiosity, to attain to the 
knowledge of the way leading to Real Being, and if he fulfil 
to this end all that is requested of him and begin, in fact, 
among other things to aid indirectly, and from his very first 
step, the attainment of this by others, he will, by this act 
alone, become as it were the forming ground for the real data 
contributing to the manifestation of objective and actual 
Good; and animated as I am by the general intention of arriv- 
ing finally, by means of my literary arguments and public 
demonstrations proposed for the near future of experimental 
elucidations, at the instilling into the consciousness of my 
contemporaries of several such ..psychlc-lnltlatlve*' factors 
as in my opinion as well as in that of every man capable of a 
little impartial meditation ought inevitably to act as guiding 
principles in the consciousness of all creatures presuming to 
call themselves ’'God-Like", of such "Initiative" factors, 
namely, as should certainly Include the factor inducing men 
both to react instinctively and, upon reflection, to realize 
clearly the moral obligation to help one's neighbour,— I have 
now decided upon the very act of selling and of spreading 
far and wide the contents of this first of my writings Intended 
to head the list of my publications and directed, by the ful- 
filment of the task originally Imposed upon myself, to initi- 
ate of Itself in man's consciousness the formation of the 
aforesaid and, for the communal life of people, important 



t as I have the intention, on the one hand, 

of affording to a multitude of Our Common Father's creatures. 

° , ar your likeness, but whose meansare for some reason 
or other limited, the posslbiUty of acquiring this first book- 
let of mine free of charge, and as I have, on the other hand, 
certain definite plans bearing upon the next publication of my 
writing, I have deliberately decided not to fix any definite 
prtce for this booklet, leaving it to the free will of the pur- 
chaser to pay from 8 to 108 French francs. 


I shall at the same Ume, and without entering into the 
usual contemporary discussions about life, expressly re- 
quest all those who happen to acquire this first booklet of 
m^ine to answer three questions, which will be set them by 
the seller so as to permit him to fill in the corresponding 
paragraphs of the '‘Reglstiaffon-BIank- herewith appended. 


THE AUTHOR . 



REGISTRATION - BLANK 

appended to 

THE HERALD OF COMING GOOD 
N5 00362 

I T^ame ef f*'**-^***^ 







MY FIRST PRACTICAL COimSEL. 


I counsel all readers, who have at any time met me 
upon the ground of my ideas, to postpone reading this first 
appeal until they have, concentrating in their nature as well 
as in their thoughts and feelings, grasped the essence of the 
content of the circular letter appended to the boo)cIet, and 
have at the same time previously acquainted themselves with 
the “Registration-Blank** attached to this latter and which 
will be of practical Import for acquiring the books of my first 
series of writings. 


G. GURD^EFF. 



Tuesday, 13th September 1932. 
Cafe de la Palx. 

Paris. 


A highly original and, tome, even troubllngly strange 
coincidence of several very defined and entirely different 
factors, arising out of my activity and having bearing upon 
today, not only compels, but also Inspires me to mark this 
day by a refusal to bide a more convenient time and by an In- 
tention to begin on this very day an e>q>osltlon of the first of 
the seven appeals v^hlch, among others, I decided to address 
during my period of activity as a writer to the whole of con- 
temporary humanity. 

I shall begin by explaining the particular nature of this 
strange coincidence. 

First of all, expounding as I have done night and day 
for almost ten years all kinds of fragments of the general 
mass of information intended by me for publication, 1 have, 
as it happens, finished only this day a preliminary compila- 
tion of the material designed for this purpose. 

Secondly, engaged as I have been In the course of the 
last three years in the completion, parallel to this, of the 
first series of writings Intended to head the list of my publi- 
cations, I have also finally completed this work on precisely 
this day. 


Thirdly and finally,— today is the last day of the teim 
I had assigned to myself twenty one years aao.— ot •t./r . 

during which I had, according to the special oath I took 
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tuStuffe ‘lidT seme ways an ar- 

vlously Planned^ ^ Programme which had been pre- 

viously Planned in accordance v,lth certain definite principles. 


first apSrtrcn';!^^^ substance of my 

and even in everv I count it essential 

approximately th^. lo set forth — even If only 

the whole burden of suoh''IL”rSlL‘i‘X''°‘‘ 


absolutely toMne^Uabte' too'”r’ “'■""“ttal life, 

that had entn.„,.i" j’ .v ' ‘ "“f "tth the trails 

time of my ■"S' Individuality by the 

clsfon, founded direct consequence of myde- 

whole series of results of my previous study of a 

-to pr:?e“te,,''‘?y“: “ird”'"" = 
manifestations of myself ^^10™^,?'“,''""“''"^' 
of that already formation, in relation to me, 

by the areat Solomon, Kin 'Srh'' 

as was set oitt hr, «... . ^ * juoa, Tsvamohamo", which, 

process in the communal"i“rSVopTe%fr' “T “ "“T' 
something for general hum* ^ achieve 

already aLomplts^e” to 

to counteracung the manlfestau’on^T ^ '^‘■w,— 

came In contact of thnt Inhetent Sut M°n ' 

Is In the psyche of people and aS^*' embedded as It 

the reallratlon of my aimn acting as an Impediment to 
fronted with cteer mL or les,''o^^' 

Honing of the feeling of onslavS^e b""’''’, tbo func- 

for all their capacity for disnt»r,i paralysing once and 

which I then stood in partlcular^eod*^* Personal Initiative of 


My aim at that time was 

tlon of conditions permlttinn °”'*'*rratod upon the croa- 
Pernuttln, th. comprehanstve alucldstlon 
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of one complicated and with difficulty explicable aspect of 
the question which had, already long before the beginning of 
this my arUflclal life, Inhered in my being, and the neces- 
sity of whose final solution has, whether by the will of fate 
or thanks to the inscrutable laws of heredity, become and 
would, at the moment, appear to be the fundamental aim of 
my whole life and of the force motivating my activity. 

I find myself obliged— In this, so to say, definitive 
statement as a writer, which wtU also have to serve among 
other things as a sort of •‘prospectus" of the new phase of 
my unremitting activity for the welfare of my neighbours, — 
to give a brief outline of the history of the rise and develop- 
ment of those events and causes which were responsible for 
the formation in my Individuality of the unquenchable striving 
to solve this question, which had, In the end, become for 
me what modem psychologists might term an "Irresistible 
Mania", 


This mania began to Impose itself upon my being at the 
time of my youth when I was on the point of attaining res- 
ponsible age and consisted In what I would now term an 
"Irrepressible striving" to understand clearly the precise 
significance. In general, of the life process on earth of all 
the outward forms of breathing creatures and. In particular, 
of the aim of human life In Ihe light of this Interpretation. 


Although a multitude of very specific factors, condi- 
tioned by my upbringing and education, had served as the 
primal cause for the formation In my being of the ground giv- 
ing rise to such, for contemporary man, unusual striving, 
yet, as I understood later upon giving thought to the matter* 
the principal cause must in the end be attributed to those 
entirely accidental circumstances of my life which coincided 
iseclsely with the aforesaid transition from preparatory age 

fact that all my contacts at the time were almost exo!uslveiy 
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persons of my age or my seniors who were either 
been 1 being formed themselves or who had already 

U-? "nctr ui precisely that, of late Increased amongst 

-gV ° e typicality" of people, the formation of which, 
eLe n^,! . ! statisUcally established during the exlst- 

"The InsUtute For Man's Harmonious 
tlve«5 nf iL * *be future representa- 

the rpfli ^ typicality" have never, either with a view to 
actuality, or In the period of their 
life ahc T f^i^* again. In the period of their responsible 
of snrh r ♦ ®P“® Of Obvious necessity 

contentpH themselves open to experience, but have 

from thp ernselves with other people's fantasies, fonnlng 
Mncepuons and, nt the seme time, Itelt- 
automnSsei Intercourse with those like them, and have 
tatlve disc ®'nselves to a point of engaging upon authori- 

tothe ®®®n>ln,ly scientific, but, 

tor the most part, abstract themes. 


them In' “f®. resembled 
S^SLct a?«., menllestauons, since I was as much a 

vSlmeA Tn V =“■"* ebnonnal conditions nf en- 

nWiT ?i'„ce ch^n n'" e'scumstance that I was In mV 
aSt'e Incutn-H possessed, through the de- 

oe«S^ dl« ne™»M 'e"'®'' “"d my first tutor, of 

by the time of ray resTOns'lb'lnie'’"’'"' '"dlvlduallty, 

orlglnalnnd Inherent traits of 
Impulse and striving to undersfand^r “ 
object that attracted my atteSon ^ 7°'^ essence of any 
began to form In my thoughts 0 ^^ ,? “rdlnaty, there 
Imperceptibly to my waklw consS.^sl'' ° 

which assumed definition soon after a r* something , 
lation caused by the death «f - . ® strong spiritual trlbu- 

newly formed datum of my mind ha^"h friend, and this 
contact with the so-called since, upon 

usually of the frequent product 

repetitlonof certain defined and auto- 
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matically current associations in man's mind, to engender In 
my entirety what I have elsewhere termed as ’•irrepressible 
striving”. 

At first, the manifestation of this strange “psycMc- 
factor" Influenced only my mental activity, but did not de- 
range me as a whole, that Is, the effects of this manifesta- 
tion did not hinder the established functioning of either my 
physical organism, with Its psycho-nervous system, or the 
spirit, in the pure sense of the word, and I could, even in 
periods of pronounced resistance to the influence of this 
manifestation, by an effort of will or by an artificial stimula- 
tion of the mental and emotive associations proceeding within 
me, so control them as to prevent, so to speak, the "feed- 
ing" of this manifestation, and. In that way, to arrest the 
possibility of the continuation in my entirety of the famatlon 
of such undesirable impulses. A little later, upon the incep- 
tion In my thoughts of this "something", and as an obvious 
result of my meeting frequently and discussing this "idee 
fixe" of mine with numerous people, about whom I formed, in 
my as yet not "subjectlvlzed" consciousness, and thanks to 
the widespread opinions of certain great authorities concern- 
ing these so-called "wlseacrlng" questions, certain precise 
impressions automatically influencing my gewral psyche, 
and as, In the course of discussion with these authorities, 
as 1 represent it to myself now, there revived within me a 
sense of the full setlousr»ss and profundity of these ques- 
tions, the consequences and the real "significance" of the 
manifestations peculiar to this extraordinary striving grad- 
ually began to make themselves felt in all the parts whose 
totality coincided with my Being and, sometimes, even to 
influence their general funcUoning, that is, in a word, to 
penetrate Into the "marTOw-of-my-bones". * 


The degree of fusion with my Being and the domlnatlna 
influence on my psyche of this peculiar factor were such 
that, after four or five years. I fell completely under its 
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power, and since then It has, like an "Itchlng-ltch", con- 
stantly compelled the whole of me or the separate parts of ny 
general Individuality, cost what it may# to elucidate every- 
thing for the cognition of all which can serve for the final 
solution of these, forme, cardinal questions. 

Having become in my Inner life, in the full sense of 
the word, a slave of such “aim", obviously instilled by the 
Will of Fate in my entirety, from that time onwards, first 
compelled only by it, and shortly afterwards also stimulated 
quite often by my own consciousness, I lived absorfjed In 
these researches until the year 1692, 

This above-mentioned self-stimulation by means of my 
consclousrtess began to take place in me as aresult of ex- 
perlenclng In all my Being a peculiar feeling, a mixture of 
"self-satisfaction" and "pride", which arose In me every 
time 1 made accidental or half-foreseen verifications in the 
course of my further Investigations of ever new and new 
facts concerning people's lives In general, facts about the 
existence of which I had never found a hint either In dally 
life or In my readings, although I had read almost everything 
existing about these questions In contemporary literature, as 
well as all the material from the past surviving until our day, 
— a literature accessible tome because of quite accidental 
circumstances of my life In a quantity far beyond the usual 
possibilities of the ordinary man. 

Until that year I did not succeed In discovering any- 
thing, anywhere or from anybody, that could loglcally-and- 
harmonlously throw light upon even one aspect of this ques- 
tion, notwithstanding that, firstly, a restless factor remind- 
ing me automatically of the aim I had set myself was per- 
sistently active In my Being In almost every psychic state; 
secondly. Great Nature had benevolently provided all my 
fsmlly and me In parUcular^and that not only In my opinion 
but In that of a great many people with whom I came in con- 
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tact—wlth the highest degree of comprehension attainable by 
man; thirdly, from childhood 1 had, among other capabUlUes, 

oneespecially developed, —that of eliciting from people their 

most sacred alms and intentions; and fourthly, I had. In ac- 
cordance with the peculiar conditions of my life* the possi- 
bility of gaining access to the so-called "holy-of-holles of 
nearly all hermetic organizations such aS religious, philo- 
sophical, occult, political and mystic societies, congrega- 
tions, parties, unions etc., which were inaccessible to the 
ordinary man., and of discussing and exchanging views with 
Innumerable people who. In comparison with others, are real 
authorities. 

Although I did not succeed until this period in eluci- 
dating anything, I never lost hope that somewhere, and at 
swse time , \ should llrvally •moat -peoplo v<ho ’would 
to me or at least direct my state of mind to corresponding 
thoughts and considerations, which would help me to resolve 
for myself clearly and satisfactorily this, for me, fateful 
question. 


Living in this way until that year, that Is, absorbing 
all external Impressions and experiencing them Inwardly in 
connection almost only with this mania of mine, and out- 
wardly occupying myself with all hinds of professions and 
handicrafts to the end, on the one hand, of obtaining means 
of livelihood and, on the other, of mastering, according to 
the capacity inherent in me since childhood, every possible 
kind of human craft as yet unknown to me, but chiefly to the 


end of adapting myself in a more or less corresponding way 
to the particular conditions of the moment, conditions which 
I frequently changed In order to realize this Inner aim of 
mine, I arrived then, In the above-mentioned year, at the 
definite conclusion that It would be utterly impossible to 
and out what 1 was looking for among my contemporaries and 
fcerelore decided one day to abandon everything and to retire 
lor a definite period Into conrplete laolatton. Lay froraU 
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manifestations of the outer world, and to endeavour by means 
of active reflections to attain to this myself or to think out 
some new ways for my fertile researches. 

This took place during my stay in Central Asia, when, 
thanks to the introduction of a street-barber, whom I acci- 
dentally met and with whom I became great friends, I hap- 
pened to obtain access Into a monastery well known among 
the followers of the Mahometan religion, and 1 availed my- 
self of the hospitality of the good brothers. 

Once, after a talk with some of the brothers of this 
monastery about the nature and quality of human faith, and 
the consequences of the action of Its Impulse on man, I» 
under the Influence of this discourse, became still further 
convinced that I must abide by my decision and profit 1®“ 
mediately by this opporturdty In this very monastery. 

Retiring Into Isolation that very evening, I put myself 
Into the necessary state and began seriously meditating upon 
my situation and future conduct. 

Following the necessary and, to me, already familiar 
method customary to all initiates In that branch of ancient 
science called “the-laws-of-contemplatlon", consisting lu 
the given case, chiefly in the remembering and reviewing all 
the already existing categorical convictions on this subject, 

I began to confront different facts I personally had fully 
celved with all kinds of hypotheses and conjectures I had 
heard from different authoritative people who, compared with 
others, were possessed of really great knowledge, and had 
also attained to a state of being corresponding to this know- 
ledge. 

As a result of pursuing this method for three days, 
while I did not arrive at any definite conclusions I still be- 
came clearly and absolutely convinced that the answers for 
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which 1 was looking, and which In their totally might throw 
light on this cardinal question of mine, can only be found, if 
they are at all accessible toman, in the sphere of man s- 
subconsclous-mentatlon” . 

Then 1 became firmly convinced also that, for this pur- 
pose, it was indispensable for me to perfect my knowledge 
of all the details of the formation as well as of the mechan- 
ism of the manifestation of man's general psyche. 

Arriving at this categorical conclusion, 1 began again, 
for several days and in my habitual manner, to think and 
think almost uninterruptedly about what should be done in 
order to create requisite and satisfactory worldly conditions 
making possible the study of such an unexpected problem. 

Still completely a slave of these deliberations, I left 
the monastery and took up my wanderings again, this time 
with no definite plan of action. 

During these uninterrupted peregrinations of mine from 
place to place, and almost continuous and intense reflection 
about this, I at last formed a preliminary plan In my mind. 

Liquidating all my affairs and mobilizing all my ma- 
terial and other posslbiUttes, I began to collect all kinds of 
written literature and oral Information, still surviving among 
certain Asiatic peoples, about that branch of science, which 
was highly developed in ancient times and called "Mehkene ss 
a name signifying the "taklng-away-of-responslblllty" , and 
of which contemporary civilisation knows but an insignificant 
portion under the name of "hypnotism", while all the litera- 
ture extant upon the subject was already as familiar to me as 
my own five fingers. 


Collecting all i could, I went to a certain Dervish mo- 
r\astery, situated likewise In Central Asia and where i had 
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already stayed before, and, settling down there, I devoted 
myself wholly to the study of the material In my possession. 

After two years of thorough theoretical study of this 
branch of science, when it became necessary to verify prac- 
tically certain indispensable details, not as yet sufficiently 
elucidated by me in theory, of the mechanism of the func- 
tioning of man’s subconscious sphere, I began to give myself 
out to be a "healer" of all kinds of vices and to apply the re- 
sults of ray theoretical studies to them, affording them at the 
same time, of course, real relief. 

This continued to be my exclusive preoccupation and 
manifestation for four or five years in accordance with the 
essential oath imposed by my task, which consisted in ren- 
dering conscientious aid to sufferers, in never using my 
knowledge and practical power In that domain of science ex- 
cept for the sake of my investigations, and never for per- 
sonal or egotistical ends, I not only arrived at unprecedented 
practical results without equal in our day, but also eluci- 
dated almost everything necessary for me. 

In a short time, I discovered many details which might 
contribute to the solution of the same cardinal question, as 
well as many secondary (acts, the existence of which I had 
scarcely suspected. 

At the same time, I also became convinced that the 
greater number of minor details necessary (cr the final eluci- 
dation of this question must bo sought not only In the sii^ore 
of man’s subconscious mentation, but in various aspects of 
the roanlfoataUons In his stale o( waking consciousness. 

Alter establishing this definitely, thoughts again began 
fron time to tine to “swarm" In my ntnd, as they had done 
years ago, sonettmos automatically, sonetlmos directed by 
my consciousness, —thoughts at to the meant of adapting 
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myself now to the condlttone of ordlneiy life ebout tne with a 
view toeluotdatlng finally and Infallibly this question, whloh 
obviously had become a lasting and Inseparable part of my 
Being. 


This time my reflections, which recurred periodically 
during the two years of my wanderings on the continents of 
Asia, Europe and Africa, resulted In a decision to make use 
of my exceptional, for the modem man, knowledge of the so- 
called "supernatural sciences**, as well as of my skill in 
producing different "tricks" In the domain of these so-called 
"sciences", and to give myself out lobe, In these pseudo- 
scientific domains, a so-called "professor-instructor". 


It must be said that the main reason for this decision 
was my realisation of the fact that, at that time, there was, 
among men, awidely prevalent and specific psychosis which, 
as has been long established, attains periodically a high 
degree and is manifested by people giving themselves up to 
various "woeful" ideas In these spheres of quasi-human 
knowledge, which, In different epochs, bore different names, 
and which today are called "occultism", "theosophlsm", 
spiritualism", etc. 


Trom the moment of this decision I directed all my ca- 
pacities and attention to coming into contact with people be- 
longing to one or other of these vast organizations, where 
people foregathered in an attempt to reach certain special 
results by studying one sort or another of the above-men- 
tioned "sciences". 


The eusuing oltcumstancES d£ my lUe were so favour- 
able tome that, wlthla si* months. I succeeded not onlv In 

but 

trr accepted as a welt known "expert" and guide 

H "PhPnPnrena-ol-the-beTond" “a ver^ 

large circle , as they called It. ^ 
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After I had been ''acclimatised'' to my new calling, my 
reputation among all the members of the aforesaid "circle" 
and even among their families became that of a great "maestrcT 
In all that comprised supernatural knowledge. At the time of 
these so-called "manipulations" In the realm of the beyond, 
which I performed in the presence of a large number of mem- 
bers of one of the numerous, widespread, then as today upon 
Earth, "workshops-for-the-perfection-of-psychopathlsm", a 
name I now openly call them, I began to observe and study 
various manifestations in the waking state of the psyche of 
these trained and freely moving "Guinea-Pigs", allotted to 
me by Destiny for my experiments. 

Although by the beginning of the third year of this 
activity I had already acquired a solid authority among the 
members of three such large Independent "Workshops ", 
through which I obtained a great deal of material for my ob- 
servations, and in spire of the fact that I could have had as 
many as I wanted, I was compelled to give them all up and 
to undertake the organization of my own "circle" on quite 
new principles, with a staff of people chosen specially by 
me. 


I decided to do so mainly for the reason that, meeting 
then agreat number of people usually composing such circles, 
1 had elucidated and established the fact that in such so- 
cieties foregather generally people of three or four definite 
"types", whereas it was necessary for me — in order to ob- 
serve the manifestations of man's psyche in his waking state 
•—to have at my disposal representatives of all the 28 "cate- 
gories-of-types** existing on Eardr, as they were established 
in ancient times. 

Putting this plan into execution with enormous and al- 
most superhuman effort, and with, of course, very heavy ex- 
penditure, I organized. In different cities, three small groups 
of people of as varying types as I could possibly muster In 
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the course of three years. 


Realising during the second year of the existence of 
^ese groups organized by roe that , under the prevailing con- 
ditions, I would not be able to have at my disposal, fora 
period long enough for my observations, the representatives 
of all the types, and while continuing to direct these groups, 
and studying the material already 
satisfying as consclenUously 
U'® passion ot curiosity 
In v»hn j' destroylngln those others, 

resr-E^n « P'P'*l=P°=‘“°n proper to all men for acquiring 
real Being v,as not yet atrophied, all their former Illusions 

PC sMe°rsTs.“r',= - iPPU Pven°s 

to ponder a' f , ' '“^9“ periodically 

Ing suS Stlons°e “ P°““>lllty of creat- 

e>toordlnary*nracew”°» n ‘*'‘p 

maty and accidentally roused need of mine. 

the Insmut'e trolly led me to found 

sUtutelrSl'Mtl UV™ ®f~tiPtthe name of the "m- 

the-system-of-G. gSS^?' 

ground^for ^ hack- 

eech a broadly planned"!?. PPishieratlon that, with 

did almost aU^he Jn,e^eSon?t '‘°"' ='"‘=^“=‘"5 0 = It 

“ire to bring together-r/^°j '“"IfPfPtPty “to. I vrould be 
before-all the other typ^of ™ “Pt 

•ay observations. ‘ Previously lacking tor 

iT hL^d^as°u ''' motives for my decls- 

- in melr 
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which was In complete harmony with my conscience. 


Towards the end of all my reflections at that time, as 
a result of which I had at last firmly decided to organize such 
a public Institute, when there arose in my entirety then, as 
has always happened In similar cases, that strange Impulse 
which Is proper to my peculiar Individuality and which aut^ 
matlcally compels me to consider always each new task in 
life also from the point of view of “oblectlve Justice", my 
reasonings with myself were as follows: 

"To make use of people, who display a special 
est In an Institute founded by me, for purely personal ends 
would surely strike those around me as a manifestation of 
"egotism", but at the same time the people, who had any- 
thing to do with such an Institute established by me, those, 
namely, whom I have previously mentioned and In whom the 
predisposition proper to all men,— that of acquiring data and 
of preparing in their being the soli for the impulse of "ob- 
jective-conscience" and for the formation of so-called "es- 
sential-prudence" — had not yet entirely atrophied, could, in 
this way alone, profit by the results of knowledge amassed 
by me due to exceptional circumstances of my life, and which 
had regard to nearly all the aspects of reality and objective 
truth, and thus use them for their own benefit. " 

As to the location of this Institute, I decided, after a 
great deal of deliberation and after taking into account the 
existing circumstances of ordinary life and the facilities of 
Intercourse with other nations so essential to me, that the 
most suitable place would be Russia, which at that time was 
peaceful, rich and quiet. 

Arriving at this final decision, I began at once to 11“ 
quldate my "current" affairs, which were dispersed over dif- 
ferent countries in Asia, and collecting all the wealth which 
I had amassed during my long life, which was an exceptlon- 
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ally laborious one for a modem man, I came and settled In 
the very heart of Russia, In the City of Moscow. 

This happened two years before the so-called "Gieat- 
■World-V/ar”. 

In this booklet I shall not say anything more about this 
Institute, which I first founded In Russia, where the unex- 
pected and catastrophic events of the World War destroyed It 
at the very height of Its earlier activities and with It all the 
results hitherto obtained, I shall not describe also the fur- 
ther “peripeteias" or the attempts to organize such an In- 
stitute again In various other towns In Russia, as well as in 
other countries, attempts which all came to nothing because 
ol all the various consequences of the War and each time 
with a “exash" involving enonnous matertaV and other Vossi 
and Us fundamental and successful establishment seven 
years later in noble France, where It existed without hind- 
rance until Its general liquidation following my serious motor- 
accident. 

1 shall not speak about these events and all the conse- 
quences flowing from them, because I have already described 
them In sufficient detail, partly in the third book of the sec- 
ond series of my writings, and partly in the first book of the 
third series. 

From the material which refers to this Institute then 
foun^d by tne, i shall now quote only certain passages from 
a 'prospectus** announcing the opening of this Institute. 

I should like to quote these passages principally be- 
^ clearly understood later upon becoming acquainted 
^ the life of European people, this prospectus, though 
circulated everywhere In great numbers, still remains un- 
majority of European people. And the majority 
not even had the opportunity of becoming acquainted with 
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It because, In my opinion, my work and ideas greatly Inter- 
ested, from the very beginning, such people as were already 
In the highest degree "possessed" of the before-mentioned 
"specific-psychosis" and were accordingly known to those 
around them as being preoccupied with every kind of "non- 
sense", otherwise known under such names as "occultism", 
"theosophism", "Anthroposophlsm", "psychoanalysis", and 
so on, and when any, who had not as yet come under the In- 
fluence of such "nonsense", came Into contact with anything 
touching my activity and discovered that Mr. So and So was 
very interested In this activity, there immediately arose In 
their psyche that "something", which Is proper to man's 
psyche in his collective life and which was recorded long 
ago by our ancestors and called the "buffer-of-preJudlce“. 

I shall begin by quoting that part of the prospectus 
which gives, among other things, an estimate of man’s edu- 
cation In contemporary clvlUsatlon. It saysr 

"Contemporary man, owing to certain, almost Imper- 
ceptible conditions of crdlnaiy life which are firmly rooted in 
modem civilisation and which seem to have become, so to 
speak, "Inevitable" In dally life, has gradually deviated 
from the natural type he ought to have represented on account 
of the sum-total of the infliences of place and environment 
in which he was bom and reared and which, under normal 
conditions, without any artificial Impediments, would have 
Indicated by their very nature for each Individual the lawful 
path of his development In that final normal type which he 
ought to have become even In h!s preparatory age. 

Today, clvlUsaUon. with Its unlimited scope in ex- 
tending its Influence, has wrenched man from the normal con- 
ditions In which he should be living. 

It Is. of course, true that modem civilisation has 
opened up lor man now and vaster horizons Indifferent tech- 
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nlcal, mechanical and many other so-called "sciences", 
thereby enlarging his world perception, but civilisation has. 
Instead of a balanced rising to a higher degree of develop- 
ment, developed only certain sides of his general being to 
the detriment of others, while, because of the absence of an 
harmonious education, certain faculties inherent In man have 
even been completely destroyed, depriving him In this way 
of the natural privileges of hls type. In other words, by not 
educating the growing generation harmoniously, this civili- 
sation, which should have been, according tocommon sense, 
in all respects like a good mother to man, has withheld from 
him what she should have given him; and, it appears, that 
she has even taken from him the possibility of the progress- 
ive and balanced development of a new type, which develop- 
ment would have inevitably taken place if only in the course 
of time and according to the law of general human progress. 

From this follows the indubitable fact, which can be 
clearly established, that. Instead of an accomplished indi- 
vidual type, which historical data would show man to have 
been some centuries ago and one normally In communion with 
Nature and the environment generating him, there developed 
instead a being that was uprooted from the soil, unfit for 
life, and a stranger to all norma! conditions of existence. 

One of the most pernicious results of a one-sided edu- 
cation is that the perceptions and manifestations of the mod- 
em man, who becomes finally formed in responsible age, are 
not the conscious expression of hls Being as a complete 
whole, but represent only the results of automatic reflexes 
of one or another part of hls general entirety. 

The general psyche of the modem man is spilt into 
three, so to say, completely Independent "entitles", which 
bear no relation to each other and which are separate both 1 
their functions and In their manifestations, whereas, accord*' 
ing to historical data, these three sources formed, in 
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majority of people, even In the time of the Babylonian civil- 
Isatlon, one indivisible whole, which appeared to be at once 
a ccmmon repository of all their perceptions and the radiat- 
ing Centre of their manifestations. 

Because of this one-sided education of the modem man, 
upon the attainment of his majority, these three entirely in- 
dependent sources or centres of his life, that Is, firstly, the 
source of his Intellectual life, secondly, the source of his 
emotional*' life , and, thirdly, his Instinct or "motor*' centre. 
Instead of fusing inwardly In the normal way to produce com- 
mon outer manifestations, have become, especially of late, 
quite Independent outward functions, and not only the meth- 
ods of education of those functions, but also the quality of 
their manifestations, have become dependent on special outer 
subjective conditions. 

According to the deductions based on detailed experi- 
ments made by Mr, Gurdjieff himself, as well as those by 
many other people who have seriously thought about this 
question, every really conscious perception and manifesta- 
tion of man can only result from the simultaneous and co- 
crdinate working of the three aforesaid sources, which make 
up his general Individuality, and each of which must fulfil 
Its role, that is, furnish its own share of associations and 
experiences. 


The complete achievement of the requisite and normal 
each distinct case Is possible only upon the 
oo-ordlnatloi. of the activity of all these three sources. 

In the mt^em man, partly owing to his abnomal edu- 
“St. nnd partly owing to Influ- 
anneraHy estabUshed ab- 

oeT«s”dST.s°'rer4„™.h‘:r;,r.rrh;;- 

connected, therefore his intellectual, emotional a"nd'lnstlnc- 



tlve motor functions do not serve as a natural complement 
and corrective for one another, but, on the contrary, travel 
along different roads, which rarely meet and for this reason 
permit very little leisure for obtaining that, which should In 
reality be understood by the word “consciousness", wrongly 
used by modem people today. 

As a result of the lack of co-ordinated activity on the 
part of these three separately formed and independently edu- 
cated parts of man's general psyche, it has come about that 
a modem man represents three different men in a single In- 
dividual; the first of whom thinks in complete isolation from 
the other parts, the second merely feels, and the third acts 
only automatically, according to established or accidental 
reflexes of his organic functions. 

These three men In one should, in accordance with the 
foresight of Great Nature, represent, taken together in res- 
ponsible age, one man as he ought to be: the "man-wlthout- 
Inverted-commas", that is, the real man. 

These three, who were deliberately shaped by Great 
Nature to compose one complete whole, as a consequence of 
not assuming at the right timethe habit of mutual understand- 
ing and aid, through the fault of men themselves and of their 
false education, produce this result that. In the period of 
responsible manifestations of the modem man, they not only 
never help one another, but are, on the contrary, automatic- 
ally compelled to frustrate the plans and intentions of each 
other; moreover, each of them, by dominating the others in 
moments of intensive action, appears to be the master of the 
situation. In this way falsely assuming the responsibilities 
of the real "I''. 


This realisation of disconnected and conflicting ac- 
tivity of the centres of origin, which ought to represent th 
psyche of man, and, at the same time, of the complete ab^ 
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senceof evena theoretical conception of the IndlspensablUty 
of an education corresponding to these separate, relatively 
independent parts, setting aside the Ignorance of its prac- 
tical application, must inevitably lead to the conclusion that 
man Is not master even of himself. 

He cannot be master of himself, for not only does he 
not control these centres, which ought to function In com- 
plete subordination to his consciousness, but he does not 
even know which of his centres governs them all. 

The system applied In the Institute For Man's Harmon- 
ious Development for observing human psychic activities 
clearly demonstrates that the modem man never acts of his 
own accord, but only manifests actions stimulated by ex- 
ternal irritations. 

The modem man does not think, but something thinks 
for him; he does not act, but something acts through Mm; he 
dees not create, but something is created through him; he 
does not achieve, but something Is achieved through him. 

In a newly-bom child these three diverse parts of the 
general human psyche may be compared to a system of blank 
gramophone rolls upon which begin to be recorded, from the 
day of its appearance Into the world, tha external signifi- 
cance of objects and the subjective understanding of their 
inner significance, or the sense of the results of all actions 
taking place in the outer world, as well as in the Inner world 
already forming In him, all this is recorded in accordance 
with the correspondence between the nature of these actions 
and the nature of those distinct systems which form them- 
selves in man. 

All kinds of these recorded results of environing ac- 
tions remain unchanged on each of these *’ depository-rolls " 
for life. In the same sequence and in the same correlation 
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with the impressions previously recorded, In which they are 
perceived. 


All the Impressions recorded in these three relatively 
independent parts, composing man's general psyche, later 
produce, in the period of responsible age, all kinds of asso- 
ciations in diverse combinations. 


That which is called “reason" in man, as well as in all 
other external forms of life is nothing more than the concen- 
ratlon of the results of impressions of different quality for- 
merly perceived; and the stimulation and repetition of these 
provokes different kinds of associations in the being. 


The recorded impressions have three sources of origin, 
and are subject to three different law-abiding Influences. 


One category of associations is formed by impressions 
perceived involuntarily and coming directly from the outer 
world as well as springing from man's inner world, as a re- 
sult of certain previous, constant and automatically repeated 

associations. 


The second category Is formed by voluntarily perceived 
impressions either springing from the external world or crys- 
tallising In man's inner world by means of deliberate active 
thinking and verifications of reality. 

And the third category originates exclusively from the 
process of so-called "transformed-contemplatlon*', that Is, 
from the confrontation of homogeneous impressions of all 
origins, which were already fixed, while continuous contact 
is maintained between their Inner and separate centres. 

The depositing In man's entirety of the three distinct 
categories of impressions, enumerated above, for the sub- 
sequent manifestations of man's general psyche confirms 
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among other things, the real diversity of the three determin- 
ate states of man's consciousness and defines their quality 
and Importance. 

By the methods of the Institute For Man's Harmonious 
Development one can quite definitely, and without the slight- 
est doubt, establish that man's consciousness is made up of 
three definite capacities of mardfe station, and these capaci- 
ties are formed of and are determined by the associations of 
Impresslonswhlch have their origin In one of the threeabove- 
mentioned categories. 

One of the three states of consciousness, which, in 
the objective sense, is considered the highest and most de- 
sirable for man, reposes exclusively on associations of pre- 
viously perceived Impressions of the third category only. 

The second state of consciousness Is made up of the 
associations of impressions of the second order mentioned 
above, that is, of those voluntarily perceived. 

To the third state of human consciousness can be at- 
tributed, without any difficulty, the kind of consciousness 
for which the modem man. In his desire to emphasize Its 
great importance and never doubting the correctness of his 
denomination, has adopted the expression of the "waking- 
state-o£-consclousness". 

This state of consciousness, which modem man ranks 
highest, has, according to sclenUflcally organized and care- 
fully verified experimental elucidations, proved to be the 
product of constantly repeated, involuntarily and accident- 
ally perceived, as well as of artificially created and '•leamt- 
by-rote". Impressions. 

The majority of people today, as a consequence of the 
continually deteriorating conditions of their normalexistence. 
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have become accustomed to glvo priority to this conscious- 
ness, which Is attained by the Impressions Just mentioned, 
at Is, by the "leamt-by-roto", involuntary perceptions of 
accidental Impressions received from our environment. 

In the man who attains his highest degree of conscious- 
ness by means of associations, composed of Impressions of 
the first kind, the processes of imagination, memory, Judg- 
a^nt, reasoning and thinking, are no more than an automatic 
c^stalllsatlon, resulting from his so-called "concentrated 
M process he calls by the high-sounding name 

« attention", whereas these already crystallised and auto- 
matically perceived Impressions, and all the aforesaid manl- 
astatlons, are nothing more than the result of previously re- 
peated and accidental Impressions, In other words, all the 
processes of this man's Inner world are only an automatic 
^viewing in various combinations of the oft repeated exper- 
iences of, so to speak, "antiquated" Impressions. And this 
®en'8 manifestations in ordinary life, all his Impulses, 
thoughts, feelings, words, convictions, beliefs and deeds, 
arsmade upexcluslvely from the material of such impressions 
In their various combinations, crystallised In his entirety. 

And these combinations are formed under the Influence 
of chance shocks which set Iremotlon more or less intensively 
one or another group of previously perceived Impressions, 
which. In the given case, become the centre of associa- 
tions. 


Each new shock, or a shock of a different degree of 
Intensity, evokes yet another association and, consequently, 
another train of thought, feeling and action, etc., and no 
centre in the possesser of such a consciousness can add 
anything of its own or anything new to the combinations thus 
formed, nor can the centre, even when acting at its moment 
of greatest intensity, draw on the material formed in other 
centres. 
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It follows that, as the world perception of thepossesser 
of such a consciousness Is always cone by only by one part 
of him or, in other words, as the possessor of such a con* 
sclousness has three diverse processes of perception, which 
have but little In common or associate by chance and only 
partially, each of his judgments, as the product of one part 
only of his psyche and the expressions of a part of the ma- 
terial at his disposal, is invariably one-sided and, as a re- 
sult, necessarily erroneous. 


From what has just been said it must be obvious to 
every sane-thlnklng person that the first task necessary for 
the real education of man is to develop in each separately 
formed centre the natural need to blend simultaneously the 
functions of one part with the others. In order that the mani- 
festations of these three parts, formed separately accordlno 
to the laws of nature in man's general psyche, and which 
inevitably demand a separate education, may be harmoni- 
ously united, and may, m the period of responsible Ilf®, 
work together acccrdlng to their normal capacities. 


Only this attitude in the preparing of men for responsi- 
ble life can bring the different sources composing man's gon- 
eral psyche to the same level of manlfestaUon, as only then 
will the three principal wheels of the human machine work 
hindrance to their mutual work and yield 
the highest degree of productivity in their separate function- 
ing, as well as in the attainment of that level of conscious- 
ness attainable by man but which man never reaches under 
ordinary conditions. 


lafclnj Into consldoratlon Ihai tho dogrea of devalop- 

ollty dltlcrs, and that hta aasoctattona ttfcowtao dt/Iar, wo 
ore torcod to tho concluaton that tho wont of oducottno and 
re-cducottng each person moat bo atrlctty tndtvtdual and 
cannot be otherwise. 
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All the faults In the functioning of the human machine, 
due to the conditions of ordinary life. Increase with time, ^ 
and any repairs of the machine at worfc can only be obtained' 
by a constant and determined struggle against all the result- 
ing defects. 


Based on the so-called “experimental-material'' handed 
down from the past together with the numerous elucidations 
made today by the Institute For Man' s Harmonious Develop- 
ment, It Is already categorically established that man Is un- 
able to carry on by himself the aforesaid struggle. Again It 
will not help him to work on himself by any of the various 
methods of self-training and seU-development which have 
lately become widespread In the world and which recommend 
definite methods and processes, such as various physical 
a}(erclses, exercises In meditation and concentration, breath- 
ing exercises, various systems of diet, fasting, etc., for all 
and sundry. 

To apply such methods to everyone, without taking into 
account Individual needs and peculiarities, is not only use- 
less but can even become dangerous; for ignorant attempts at 
repairing the machine, while effecting certain clanges, un- 
avoidably cause other and unnecessary changes, which an 
Inexperienced and Ignorant person can neither foresee nor 
guard against. 

One must always be aware that the human machine 
whether functioning regularly or Irregularly, is In Itself al- 
ways In mechanical equilibrium and, consequently 
change In one direction Is bound to bring about a change 
another direction, and It is therefore absolutely essential t 
foresee and counter this. 


In order to avoid undesirable results and ur^xn 
consequences In working upon one’s self, it is neces^^'^^^'^ 
submit to the discipline of special and strlctlv i 

y individual 
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methods, aimed at the development of new and particular 
"inertias*', by means of which, under the direction of an ex" 
perienced guide, the old ones may be regulated and altered, 
in other words, it is necessary to develop new faculties, 
which are unattainable In (tfdinaiy life, and which man can 
neither develop unaided nor by the help of any general 
method. 

In this precisely consist the principal characteristics 
of the method adopted by the Institute For - Man's - Har- 
monious - Development - according - to - the “ system “ 
of - G. Gurdjieff, that it leads to the discovery of hitherto 
undeveloped faculties In man, faculties which are essential 
for his responsible and relatively normal life. 

To this end, end keeping In mind Its verified possi- 
bilities, the programme of the Institute For Man’s Harmoni- 
ous Development Includes the practical application of a 
special "llne-of-work", from which a careful choice of some 
definite type of work is made for every person, according to 
his individual capacities,'— work which corresponds with 
those parts of his abnormally constructed psyche, the auto- 
matic activity of which has to be developed or diminished. 

To the same end, this programme Includes a medical 
section, since, for many people. It Is necessary, before 
undertaking the development of their natural capacities, to 
correct first of all the already existent functional disorders, 
without which it is ImposslCIe to achieve productive work 
aimed at the desired harmonious development. 

Keeping In mind what has Just been said, one must note 
that any work for the solf-porlectlon of man can be useful 
only when the direction Is grounded upon a thorough know- 
ledge of human nature, and is in strict accordance with the 
Individual determining of the physical and psychic properties 
of the person, as well as the circumstances and conditions 
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dieted future, as far as they can bo pro- 
le special courses are selectod from tho sub- 

aJi if'cluded in the programme of the Institute and are 
P ed to the individual needs of each pupil. 

L .. study, by special methods, of different trades, 
n crafts, arts and domestic sciences, Is Included in the 
programme of the Institute. 

^®rallel to this, a thorough theoretical study Is pur- 
ar^ and the world In all their inter-relations and 

Cording to the data of European science, as well as of 

ancient Asiatic knowledge. 

. a study, which demands the application of new 

d unusual methods of perception and thought assists, on 
® one hand, the development of the hidden properties In 
^n, and, on the other, contributes to the establishment of 
Correct process of thought and feeling, as well as of reque- 
slte automatic actions. 

The Institute For Man's Harmonious Development In- 
cludes, among its principal instructors, specialists In medl- 
clne, psychology, physiology, physlco-mathematlcal sci- 
ences, handicrafts and all kinds of physical and psychic 
exercises. 

These Instructors, besides being trained in their spe- 
cial fields, are fully Initiated Into that branch of science of 
which fragments have always existed in the life of man, and 
which is now being worked out by Mr. Gurdjieff, with all the 
changes and additions corresponding with the particular cir 
cumstances crystallized in contemporary life, and serves 
the basis for his Institute. 
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The Institute accepts adults of both sexes up to 60 
years of age and children over 4 years of age 

People entering the Institute are divided into three 
categories 

The first Includes persons aiming at self-development 
in accordance with a programme specially drawn up for them 

The second Includes persons, who pursue the methods 
of the Institute with a view to studying one or another sub- 
ject of their choice also those persons who seek to be cured 
by the methods of the Institute. 

The third Includes persons who attend only the general 
lectures and study one special subject indicated for them by 
the Institute* 

People of the first category will in the future, as is 
prescribed, be divided into three groups, called 

1) the Exoteric group 

2) the Mesoterlc group 
and 3) the Esoteric group 

All newly admitted pupils of the first category belong 
at the beginning to the "Exoteric* group later they should, 
according topersonal merit, pass Into the "Mesotcrlc"group, 
and then, again according to merit and to the degree of '‘com- 
prehension", pass Into the "Esoteric" group. 

Only after passing through all three groups can they bo 
Initiated, first theoretically, and then practically, into all 
the questions which are unknown to ordinary people and which 

* • certain subnets ol the lectures as well as of the prac- 

tical progranno are given only to pupils of the first category. 



ave been elucidated by Mr. Gurdjieff himself in the course 
of his special researches of almost half a century, as well 
as by a group of people of the highest contemporary culture 
w 0 have devoted themselves to the research of objective 
truth. 


Those of the first category receive, when entering the 
nstltute, definite directions and Indications only after flll- 
9 out completely the paragraphs of the so-called "Indlvld- 
oal-record", which Is made for each person separately. 

The material given In this “individual-record" will In- 
cate the detailed observations of the principal functions of 
is organism and the specific traits of each given subject 
crystallized in his Individuality, as well as the degree of 
attention, memory, speech, sense of combination, tempera- 
ment, the form of his physical and psychic reflexes, smell, 
taste, hearing, sight, reaction to colours, quality of emana- 
tion, etc. 

The results of these observations, together with the 
various data elucidated during the same period as to the cap- 
acities and inclinations of the given individual and marked 
down on the "individual record", will be the "starting-point", 
so to speak, for the instructors for establishing a method of 
productive self-development. On the basis of the same data 
a choice of subjects to be studied will be Indicated, as well 
as a graduated plan of special psychic work, a corresponding 
fuode of life while In the Institute, and. In cases of illness, 
Ihe necessary cure. 

Particular attention will be paid to those Individuals 
v<ho show certain pathological symptoms, such as weakness 
of will, "wlUulness", laziness, unreasonable fears, a sens 
of continual fatigue, apathy, irritability, irregular exchan ^ 
of substances, obesity or exhaustion, abuse of alcoh 
narcotics, etcetera. ^ * 
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There has been installed in the main section of the In- 
stitute the most modem apparatus and instruments, a collec- 
tion richer than any ever heard of on Earth before, if we look 
on it as on the assembling In one place of "physico-metric 
and "chemico-analytic", "psycho-experimental" cabinets, 
serving requirements of a general character and also for in- 
dependent investigation by the pupils themselves. In order 
that they might verify such theories and the statements pro- 
pounded in general lecturesas mayappeardoubtfulorarbltraiy 
to them". 

Returning to the main subject of this booklet, I wish 
to state, first of all, that this Institute, after Innumerable 
trials, was more or less set up and finally established by me 
in France in 1921, upon the prlnclplesof the above-mentioned 
prospectus. But it did not survive long, not only to my great 
sorrow, but, as many will probably understand, to the mis- 
fortune of all thinking people, for, although my activity fol- 
lowed at first chiefly what may appear as my personal aim, I 
foresawvery soonall the profit It might bring toall humanity, 
and developed It on a scale to interest and to embrace the 
entire, so-called, "sanethlnklng-world". 

At the height of its activity, on account of my motor- 
accident, already known to many, and which brought me near 
to death, I was forced to liquidate not only everything pre- 
pared for the opening activity In various countries of 18 new 
sections of the Institute, but also everything Immediately 
connected with the main section. 

I shall not describe In this booklet what events cane 
to pass as a consequence of the catastrophe which befell no 
and what unexpected circumstances derived fron all this, 
circumstances conpelllng no as soon as I completely re- 
covered consciousness to take all ncasuros for liquidating 
everything as soon as possible that had been created by no 
with such unlnaglned efforts, as It has been already ox- 



pounded In detail In one of the books of the third series. 

^ already said about this, I shall 
whtf'K'un 9^ven case, only in brief the main reasons 
0 llged me at that time to begin writing and even to 
“come finally a "standard writer". 

whAn ^C"'®'"°oths after the above-mentioned motor-accident, 
that T tho people near me, became certain 

tlon live, and when all the former crystallised func- 

mv s ?Hf ostabllshed tempo of the Intensive activity of 
llshprf * “OQan, day by day, to be more and more re-estab- 
thus physical body still remained quite helpless, 

wy ^^coclng disharmony between the state of my body and 
Inas^T rt* making me very often experience moral suffer- 
aluft'r.^ ®oolded to find for myself an occupation which would 
mnpai ^ another direction and thus diminish these 

moral sufferings. 


Bftm ^Isht, while still in bed and suffering from the In- 
s^i < habitual to me at that time, stirred by as- 

and remembering a thought concerning a plan 
tu h^' 'lurtng the last two or three months, had always per- 
ha° K*”® finally even obsessed me,— and which should 
sch^ realised at the time when I drew up the general 

erne of means for attaining the aforesaid fundamental aim 
all my life, which Included the Intention to spread the 
means of literature, and which 
ailed on account of the untrustworthiness and vicious Idle- 
ness of those people whom I had specially prepared durino 
many years for that specific purpose,— it suddenly occurr..rf 
lo me that there was no reason why I should not take advant^ 
ege of the present situation and should not begin L 
myself the material for the realisation of this aim ctate 


Consequently, continuing to ponder 
that I would do so. ' 


I finally decided 
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The following evening 1 asked one of the people ne 
me to take a pencil and notebook and to write down exac Y 
all that I would dictate. 

At first, Intending to spread the different ^ 

my ideas in the form of short scenarios suitable for ihea 
or cinema, I dictated at the beginning such scenarios, an 
began to "bake" every other day a fresh and complete 
scenario. 

I shall mention only four of the numerous scenarios 
dictated by me: 

"The Cocainists". 

"The Chiromancy of the Stock -Exchange". 

"The Unconscious Murder". 

"The Three Brothers". 

To give at least an approximate Idea of the character ol 
these, so to speak, small "literary compositions", which I 
dictated then, and which will also become known to the pub" 
11c in due time, and the subjects of which were often formed 
in my mind under the Influence of this or that Impression on 
my organs of perception, which at that period were particu- 
larly sensitive, 1 find it sufficient to speak hereabout an 
event which Inspired me to express certain thoughts derived 
from my Ideas, In the last of the above-mentioned scenarios, 
entitled "The Three Brothers". 

Some weeks after I had begun my dictation, when this 
new occupation not only contributed to put an end to the con- 
centration of my thoughts on my desperate state and on the 
situation from which I saw no way out, but soon took on the 
character of a "not-to-be-trifled-wlth" enthusiasm, and. In 
the end, resulted In the re-establlshment of the dlshannon- 
Ised functions of my physical body which proceeded In an 
accelerated tempo, I decided, although I could not yet move 



thinking and to obtain gen- 
pTnled hf impressions, to go to Paris by car, accom- 

laslsd by some of the people close to me . 


the Cafe^H^^i evening, during one of these visits. In 
frienrf*! , -f ^ Palx, famous then for foreigners, with some 
» were discussing all kinds of questions. 

that other things was mentioned a film, popular at 

suoae«!fo,i "Xwo-Brothers", and one of my companions 

was should go and see this famous film, which 

9 shown at a cinema specially arranged for it. 


near decided to go and, as the cinema was quite 

walked to it, although with great difficulty, 

Sts incredible crush in the cinema, the tlck- 

to get h set, but one of my companions managed 

sum some, paying, apparently, an '‘astronomical" 


tent consider it necessary to repeat here the con- 

jjy. ® ^®t nonsense, which was the "pick" of the season, 

*’'^st say that sitting in that room overcrowded with 
ople who, on account of bad ventilation were obliged to 
^nd air, I, unable to get out, was compelled willy- 
y to look at the film, and to look intensely, for the focus 
° my sight was not yet re-established, and I had to fix the 
arlous objects sometimes with one eye and sometimes with 
I other, and the whole lime I felt revolted by such sense- 
less "fashionable bluff, the popularity of which was due en- 
tlje^y to the herd-instinct, especially prevalent among people 


At the close of this, what I should call 
hypnotic-process", in order to fix firmly some 
gested Ideas, I, "hobbling" and supported by my 
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returned to the Cafe de la ?alx, which later became my Paris 
"office", and regaining gradually my calm, began to form in 
my mind the outline of the scenario which I have called "The 
Three-Brothers". 

In this scenario three brothers act Instead of two, and 
all their manifestations and Inter-relations are compared by 
me to the manifestations and Inter-relations of the three sep- 
arate, independently formed and relatively educated parts of 
man’s general entirety, representing, in fact, firstly, the 
physical, secondly, the astral, and thirdly, the mental body 
of man; and, in the dialogues of the three characters, in the 
form of a discussion, that is, affirming and denying, I intro- 
duced certain ideas which have come down to us from ancient 
times, when the science of medicine was very highly devel- 
oped, ideas of what Is useful or harmful, satisfactory or un- 
satisfactory for one or other of the characters of the scenario 
in the process of transforming of this or that substance. 

During the first two or three months, obliged to dictate 
owing to my weakness, I set forth, without a definite system, 
Ideas taken separately from the general totality,— fragments, 
in the form of small scenarios, representing various external 
episodes In the lives of different people. 

But later on, when my physical strength was more or 
less re-established, I began to write myself; and then, dur- 
ing the reading aloud of one of these scenarios of mine, the 
subject of which was a legend I had heard in childhood about 
the appearance, of the first human beings on Earth and of 
which I had made Beelzebub, as a likely witness of this ap- 
pearance, the principal hero, I perceived in that scenario a 
very rich source from which might be extracted numberless 
corresponding points of departure for an easy comprehension 
of explanations of various facets of my Ideas, and decided, 
therefore, to cease writing small scenarios and to write a 
master-work, taking this scenario as the foundaUon for all 
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my further writings. 


a ®^foftlng to the full this source for 

whj^k . development of one or another of the questions, 
totality, might provide a clear understand- 
orare. aif ®f ideas, I began to expound and elab- 

fnUrr, , material beforehand selected for publication, 

following this time a definite system. 

during all those years, until today, I oc- 
cQunt exclusively with writing, and often, on ac- 

Qf ° ^®''' Pfens which suggested themselves in the course 
^ the text, as well as the out- 
did T '^^^t was already written, and only last year 

wrtH ®dopt the text and the final form In which my 

’^rttlngs will be published. 


id»A T® ®^'^® ^® ^®der Immediately, In this booklet, an 
the finally selected form of all my writings, and at 

strain again my poor brain, which is al- 
y tired out, I shall simply give here the first six title- 
ges of the writings of my first book, which is completely 
nished and given to the printer. 


45 



First page 


G. GURDTIEFF. 


ALL AND EVERYTHINC 


Ten books 
In three series. 


The ortglna-L Is written in Russian and Armenian. 
Translations into other languages have been and 
are still being made under the personal direction 
of the author himself by a group of translators 
specially trained in conformity with their defined 
Individuality, and chosen accortUng to their un*- 
derstandlng of the text of what is translated, and 
the philological peculiarities of each language. 


Paris. 

1933. 
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Second page 


Everything Is expounded according to nevt prin- 
ciples of logical understanding with the purpose 
of solving three cardinal problems. 


PROBLEM 

OF THE FIRST SERIES, 

Mercilessly, without any compromise whatso- 
ever, to extirpate from the mentation and feeling 
of man the previous, century-rooted views and 
beliefs about everything existing in the world. 


PROBLEM 

OF THE SECOND SERIES, 

To furnish the material required for a new crea- 
tlonand to prove Its soundnessand good quality. 


PROBLEM 

OF THE THIRD SERIES. 

To contribute to the arising In the mentation and 
feeling of man of an authentic and correct repre- 
sentation of the World existing In reality and not 
that Illusory one, which, according to the affir- 
mation and proof of theauthor Is perceived by all 
people. 




FIRST SERIES 


In three books under the common title of 

“AN OJECUVELY-IMPARTIAL 
CRITICISM OF THE LIFE OF MAN" 

or 

“BEELZEBUB’S TALES 
TO HIS GRANDSON". 


SECOND SERIES 

In three books under the common title of 
"MEETINGS WITH RTMARXABLE MEN" 

THIRD SERIES 

In four books under the conmcn title of 
•Urt IS REAL ONLY WHEN *1 AW. 








Fifth page 


Contents of the first series 
first boot:. 

1. The Arousing of Thoughts. 

2. Why Beelzebub was on our Solar System. 

3. The reason of the delay in the falling of the 
trans-space ship "Kamak". 

4. The law of falling. 

5. The system of Archangel Hariton. 

6. Perpetual Motion. 

7. Becoming aware of genuine Being-duty. 

8. The Impudent brat Hasseln, Beelzebub’s 
Grandson/ dared to call us “slugs”. 

9. The cause of the genesis of Moon. 

10. Why "men" are not men. 

11. A plguant trait of contemporary man's pe- 
culiar psyche. 

12. The first snarl. 

13. Why fantasy may be perceived as reality in 
man's mind. 

14. The beginning of perspectives promising 
nothing very cheerful. 

15. The first descent of Beelzebub on the planet 
"Earth". 

16. The relativity of Time exceptions. 

17. The arch-absurd I Beelzebub affirms that 
our Sun neither lights nor heats. 

18. The arch-fantasy. 
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19. Beelzebub's tales about his second descent 
on the planet "Earth". 

* Beelzebub to the planet 


21 . 

22 . 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 


The first visit of Beelzebub to India . 
^elzebuh in Thibet for the first Ume. 

The fourth sojourn of Beelzebub in person 
on the planet "Earth". 

Beelzebubs flight to the planet Earth for the 
liith time. 

The very Saintly Ashlata Shiemash, Sent 
irom Above to the Earth. 

The legomonlsm concerning the deliberations 
of the very Saintly Ashiata Shiemash under 
the title of the “Terror-of-the-sltuation”. 
The kind of organisation for man's ejdst- 


ence created by the very Saintly Labours of 
Ashlata Shiemash. 

28. The chief culprit of the destruction of all the 

Saintly Labours of Ashlata Shiemash. 

29. The fruits of ancient civilisations and the 
blossom of the contemporary. 

30. Art. 


Contents of second book. 


31. The sixth and last sojourn of Beelzebub on 
the planet "Earth", 
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32. Hypnotism. 

33. Beelzebub as a professional hypnotist. 

34. Russia. 

35. The alteration of the foreseen course of fall- 
ing of the trans-space ship ''Karnak**. 

36. A "wee-bit" more about the Germans. 

37 . France . 

38. Religion. 

39. The Holy planet "Purgatory". 

40. Beelzebub's tale of the way In which people 
learnt and again forgot about the fundamen- 
tal cosmic law "Eptaparabarshlnock". 

41. The Bocharlan Dervish Hadja-Asvants- 

Truff. 


Contents of third book. 

42. Beelzebub In America. 

43. Beelzebub's opinion about the process of 
man's peilodal and reciprocal destruction. 

44. In the opinion of Beelzebub man’s usual un- 
derstanding of "Justice" from the objective 
point of view is a "damned-mirage". 

45. In the opinion of Beelzebub the extracting 
by man of electricity from Nature and its 
employment for his needs Is one of the causes 
of the shortening of man's life. 





Beelzebub explains to his Grandson about 
the meaning of the form and sequence of his 
expounding of his notions about man. 

The inevitable result of impartial mentation. 
From the author. 



sixth pace 


A Friendly Counsel written impromptu by the author 
himself on delivering this book to the printer. 


According to many deductions made by me 
during continuous experiments concerning the 
perception by contemporary people of new Im- 
pressions from what Is heard or read, as well as 
according to the sense of one saying of popular 
wisdom which I have just remembered and which 
has come down from ancient times to our very 
day formulated thus: 

Every prayer may be heard by the Highest Forces 
And one might get a corresponding reward only If 
It Is uttered thrice: 

First— for the welfare or the peace of soul of 
one's parents; 

Second-— lor the welfare of one’s neighbours; 

And only the third time— for one's own welfare. 

I consider It necessary on the first page of 
this first book which Is quite ready for publica- 
tion to give the following advice: 

Read each of my writings thrice: 




— 

First time at least as you have already 

become mechanised to read all the contemporary 
books and magazines. 

Second time— -as if you were reading aloud 
to somebody else; 

And only the third time — try to grasp the 
gist of my writings. 

Only then you may perhaps get your own 

( Impartial Judgment peculiar to yourself about my 
writings and only then could be realised my hope 
that you, according to your understanding, would 
profit for yourself by the benefit which 1 assume 
and I wish you with all my being. 


Signed AUTHOR. 




Only now, having prepared, In my opinion, by means 
of everything already set forth In this booklet, a correspond- 
ing, so-to-say, "ground-work" for depicting before the Inner 
eye of every reader different outlines of the essence of this 
booklet of mine, called by me "The-Flrst-Appeal-To-Con- 
temporary-Humanlty", I consider It right, before other things, 
to announce in the hearing of all that, although I undertake 
at last the publication of my writings, I have decided to pro- 
mote their circulation not by the usual ways, but in accord- 
ance with a definite plan worked out by me. 

This plan, newly formed by me, consists in taking all 
possible measures to prevent my writings, with the exception 
of the first series, from becoming at once property "access- 
lb le-to-everybody". 

This decision of mine, made during the last years In 
the course of my observations of those who listened to the 
readings of my current work, is the result of long considera- 
tion, and Is a conclusion contrary to my original hope of the 
possibility of making some more, generally available contri- 
bution to the healing of man’s psyche, which has already be- 
come, during the last centuries, almost completely abnormal. 

In accordance with my decision I resolved to make ac- 
cessible to the public only three books from the first series 
of my writings. 

With regard to the books of the other two series, I in- 
tend to make known their contents In the following way: 

The contents of the second series will be made known by 
means of readings , open to those who have already a thorough 
knowledge of the contents of the first series. These readings 
are intended to take place. In the meantime, in so-called 
circles alreadyexistent among many large groups of menwhlch 
are made up of the followers of my ideas. 
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For this purpose, these already existing "circles", ac- 
cess to which will be made much easier, will be reorganized 
and there will be opened "clubs" of quite a new type, easy of 
access, and In those places where there are no such "circles" 
there will be sent specially trained people to arrange read- 
ings. 


Acquaintance with the contents of the third series of my 
writings is permitted only to diose people who, besides hav- 
ing a thorough knowledge of the ideas exposed in the two 
previous series, have already begim to manifest themselves 
and to react to other people's manifestations In strict ac- 
cordance with my indications set forth In the previous series 
of my writings. 

The merit and proficiency of these people will be Judged 
by some of those who have already been admitted to the so- 
called "rlghts-of-lnltlates", according to the code estab- 
lished by me, or, as it might be better expressed, in accord- 
ance with the regulations modified by me, which have always 
existed on Earth among people who. In their search for truth, 
attained a certain definite Being. 

Although I have taken all possible measures for the 
strict observance of this decision, I do not consider it vain 
to address a sincere appeal to all readers of my books to help 
me to the best of their ability In every way to carry out this 
decision, so that no one Interested In my writings should 
ever attempt to read them In any other than the indicated or- 
der; In other words, he should never read anything written by 
me before he Is already well acquainted with the earlier 
works, even if someone, with a particular motive, should at- 
tempt to persuade him to commence the reading other than 
from the beginning . 

Believe me, you must take my word for It, that the exact 
carrying out of this wish of mine can be of great Importance 
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to you and your interests, and I, therefore, particularly stress 
and insist on it. 

I shall not now write in detail of the consequences 
which will result if my request is not carried out; these I have 
elucidated and verified by my own long observation and sta- 
tistical calculations. I shall only say here that, for certain 
people, a reading of my writings in any other than the indi- 
cated order (no matter if the reader has long been a follower 
of my ideas or has become one recently), can provoke unde- 
sirable phenomena in their general psyche, one of which in 
particular might paralyse forever the possibility of normal 
self-perfection. 

Now, in order to explain the plan of the publication of 
my writings, I have mentioned the people who have attained 
the "rlghts-of-lnitlates*', under whose guarantee others would 
be allowed to become acquainted with the ideas throwing light 
upon Truth and Reality in the third series; and to evoke in the 
reader's mind evenan approximative conception of these peo- 
ple and incidentally also of those under whose direction the 
common readings of the second series will take place, and in 
order to create, in this way, a right attitude towards them, I 
find It necessary to say this: 

These two different categories of people, with whose 
co-operation I Intend to make known to a wide public the 
contents of the second and third series of my writings, rep- 
resent today the possessors of two quite different degrees of 
so-called "Belng-and-Comprehenslon" . 

The preparation for their future activity began as a re- 
sult of two different circumstances which happenedaccldent- 
ally and were connected with my activity. 

The circumstances which contributed to the formation 
of the first group of these people, who have to prove the 
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®y writings anrf h books of the third series of 

fta nerpha'se o1™v?rHr‘“ «==l«ants In 

pnase of my activity, were the following: 

Ptgantse ftj irsutwe^o™ tv,^ ' finally decided to 

•his booklet ^ •"‘“‘••P'ss mentioned already in 

'°P«t ms l^to pr::,! ‘“77 to a nullable country in wMc^ 
*" tbe conditions of orfiV* foresaw certain possible changes 
sny eventuality to rn^ a decided therefore. In 

(s Mnd of monaste^ !“? Intentions to a "brotherhood" 

^ v‘sw to secr^tTn cl^al" 

mrng in certain ways their future co-operation. 

obligations which ^ n°"^ discussions about all sorts of mutual 
0' my future reUgiius an J oMofly on the grounds 

'"oreonthegrounds of ^ 1 ?,°'^®*°°“°''®' tolr side, 

“SOS Indlclte^bv “ocordanoe with the 

"ould confide to th»m ' PP°P‘o "horn I 

ment. ° tom, we came to a certain definite agree- 


to wh^h t^s Vhe'ir can "d m the ooun- 

"‘Ovingfrnm called Russlan-Turkestan", and while 

^"3 Mosca;,and com! 

'"hue prepartno answering my purpose 

my Intentions everything necessary for the realisation of 
01 my ideas “oet, on the ground 

purpose Whl h poop's as had data corresponding to my 
s^ nn'or*^! \ partly connected with my fore- 

•“‘tb them °and?after tte ^^s^ar; mutual'' 0 ^^““°"='’'^ 

ras=t~ --- I s‘„rs:r;-' z 

a.oresa°.re^.to^u‘/mr;!ao':.r„;,r4“ve^.\^ 
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whole of Russia, the Caucasus, Turkey, Germany and Eng- 
land, to the place where I finally settled: hospitable France, 
meeting many tens of thousands of people from almost all the 
nations of Asia and Europe on the common ground of my ideas; 
from whom I selected 27 of both sexes, answering In their 
data to my purpose, and sent them to the aforesaid monas- 
tery. 


With the exception of three, one of whom was sent back 
on account of unworthy manifestations, after, of course, be- 
ing put under a special "spell" of silence, so that he could 
not betray what he had seen or heard there, and two of whom 
died, one a victim of an hereditary disease and the other 
through an accident which occurred while he was searching 
for a medical plant, "Santchlshoofc", all the others, during 
the entire period, besides fulfilling all the established re- 
quirements of that monastery under the guidance of the elder 
brothers and of some of my former assistants, who paid me 
occasional visits In the "search-after-truth”, all of them 
reached a theoretical cognition In all of its details of the es- 
sence of the totality of my ideas, and assimilated it practi- 
cally In their Being, with the aim of their own well merited 
objective good In their old age. 

The circumstances, again very happily prepared In my 
p)ast for the present, which were the cause of an excellent 
preparation for people of the second category, with the help 
of whom, according to my newly-elaborated plan, the Infor- 
mation about the contents of the second series of my books 
will be given to a larger public, were derived in this way. 

When, eight years ago, certain degenerate people, who 
to the shame of our generation are also called "men”, com- 
mitted against me an act which became, so to speak, the 
"apotheosis" of their Innumerable "good-deeds", that is 
after my serious motor accident, which was known to all who 
knew ne, and when, thanks to various reasons, obviously 
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deriving, according to law, from the objective good deeds of 
tny ancestors and myself, I, contrary to aU expectations, did 
not die , I soon began to liquidate the Institute founded by me 
and everything connected with it; and when, learning later of 
the hardships of many of the people who had lived for many 
years at my expense in the main section of the Institute, as 
well as in other places where I had expected soon to open 
new sections, I decided to organize for some of them, and 
their families, a community-life in one of the States of Cen- 
tral Europe, where life was relatively cheap and more or less 
suitable for such a purpose. 

I organized this community-life for those necessitous 
people, who, while near me, had behaved scrupulously and 
more or less meritoriously; and 1 joined with them those whom 
I had met on my way from Turkestan to Paris, and whom, as 
they were not yet ready, I regarded only as candidates to be 
sent later to the aforesaid monastery in Central Asia. 

Since then, all of them are still living there, and, while 
fulfilling all kinds of Inevitable tasks of ordinary life, con- 
tinue, on the one hand, to carry out in practice the possi- 
bilities they had learnt from me during their stay In the In- 
stitute, and, on the other, to acquaint themselves thoroughly 
with all my current work, copies of which are sent to them 
regularly. 

As very many of the people whom I met in the last two 
decades would be extremely interested to learn what it was 
that guided me In determining the worthiness of different 
people for this aim of mine, and, as at the same time, this 
knowledge, I believe, might become for some of them an im- 
mediate Incentive factor, making them assimilate at last al- 
though merely for their egotistical benefit, some truth they 
had learnt from me, I consider it appropriate to state onenlv 
here that, from the large amount of data which proved the flt^ 
ness of these people to me. the principal were the following 
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five: 


1) If I established, after-all round observation, that 
they had had in their individuality, since preparatory age, 
certain definite starting points fora more or less meritorious 
life in responsible age. 

2} If in their being there were not completely atrophied 
generally inherited predispositions for the developing in the 
individuality of factors bringing forth the impulses of ''organic- 
shame'*, "religiousness", ‘•patriarchallty", "the-awareness- 
of-one's-mortallty", etc. 

3) If there was ahercdltary predisposition enabling the 
conscious eradication of previously rooted weaknesses in 
their individuality, due to abnormal surroundings. 

4) If they already gave eWdence of having had suitable, 
established conditions of ordinary life, and had the acquired 
possibility to attain, according to certain principles, some 
definite perspectives for the future. 

5} If there were present a distinct degree of awareness 
of their own "nothingness", and the possibility to attain the 
necessary quality of desire for transforming themselves from 
such nothingness into the definite "something", which they 
ought to be, even according to their own tranquilly meditated 
understanding. 

Now, subsequent to the above "ground-work", as the 
master-painter would say, 1 have drawn the general outlines 
of the very essence of my appeal, and I wish to share with 
you, and to communicate to you, one of the many definite de- 
ductions which I made during my long. Impartial observa- 
tions, In the course of special studies of the automatic and 
sometimes relatively conscious manifestations, of people of 
the most varying social standing, degrees of Innate compre- 
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henslon, education, race and belief, that is, definite deduc- 
tions regarding a most pernicious and undesirable factor, and 
both In the general and In the subjective sense, and one 
sharply manifested in man's psychic sphere. 

For the moment I shall limit myself to mentioning only 
general Information concerning this psychic factor inherent 
In everyone, which I have verified and elucidated in every 
possible way, and which amazed me, after appearing to be, 
at first, relatively insignificant. Later, I shall speak in de- 
tail of this factor, as well as of means established by me as 
a result of my experimental elucidatory methods, which would 
modify and even destroy completely this undesirable factor 
with all its consequences. 

This psychic factor, amazing to me because of Its ab- 
solute contradiction to the convictions instilled in me since 
childhood, as well as to the religious and moral conceptions 
common to all people today, was observed by me, and later, 
during the 21 years of artificial life mentioned at the begin- 
ning of this booklet, was elucidated Inall its aspects, thanks 
to one of my many principles which I infallibly applied to 
everybody I met without distinction. 


This principle, one of the several 1 was constantly ap- 
plying during this period, consisted In that 1 never consid- 
ered, and under no circumstances encouraged. In the people 
I met the impulse created by that factor inevitably formed in 
the general individuality of modem man, the manifestations 
of which are known under the names of "Vanity" and "Self- 
Conceit", but on the contrary considered myself obliged to 
adopt a critical attitude towards them, and risked all pros- 
perity depending upon It. ^ 


In order to make It clear to all readers and to 
size Its Importance, 1 think it necessary to give the 
for applying the above-mentioned principle during that ® 
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lod of my life. 


Long before that period of my life, when I consciously 
decided, under special oath, for a definite time to manifest 
myself and react to the manifestations of the people I met In 
a certain manner, acting for many years, as I have already 
noted, as professional hypnotist, although I tiiea as much as 
possible, while exercising my profession, to keep under the 
control of my consciousness the undesirable manifestations 
of my nature, in spite of this, there gradually formed within 
me, proceeding far beyond the control of myactive conscious- 
ness, certain automatic Influences upon people around me 
during their waking as well as their hypnotic state. 

On account of this, there soon began to become really 
perceptible to my awaking consciousness various conse- 
quences, Irreconcilable with my nature, of this automatic in- 
fluence over people, which often evoked in me remorse of 
conscience; and therefore, in working out the programme of 
my life, which was to be my guiding principle for the future, 
and of which the fundamental and chief task was that I al- 
ways, in the course of this predetermined period, in all the 
inner states of my organism, ought to "cultivate" inwardly 
and manifest towards everyone I met the feelings of love, 
pity, benevolence, etc., I also decided to include the above- 
mentioned principle, because Its application to life, although 
mainly to serve my special aim, constituted, in my opinion, 
at the same time, a part of my Inner benevolence towards 
people. 

In this way, creating in my consciousness, which had 
previously acquired a good stability, not without unceasing 
struggle with the weaknesses inherent in my nature, I main- 
tained almost always in relation to everyone I met without 
distinction the aforesaid benevolent Impulse; helping them, 
for instance, with useful advice, money, and things essen- 
tial for life, such as food, letters of recommendation, etc.; 
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IS d result, however, of all my observations and enquiries, 

[ most definitely established that all these good deeds of 
mine did not arouse in them recognition of all my kindness, 
but, on the contrary, formed in all of them a feeling toward 
me of evident unfriendliness which was due to the fact that, 
according to the above-mentioned principle, I did not take 
into consideration and react to the Influence of the "variously- 
tinted" impulses, which arose in them as a result of the psy- 
chic factor common to man today. 

In all this, the most curious fact, in my opinion, and 
one capable of rousing In man a great many reflections, is 
the one established and verified by me in all Its aspects, and 
which appears to be lawful as well, to the effect that If, in 
relation to any one of those already harbouring against me 
such unfriendliness, when I deliberately increased my inner 
benevolence, increasing proportionally, of course, at the 
same time the aforesaid "fault'^flnding", this unfriendliness 
increased in alt cases without exception and reached a man- 
ifest hostility toward me. 

While speaking about this pernicious factor existing In 
every psychic state of the modem man, who has been for so 
many years one of the principal objects of my special obser- 
vations, I consider it necessary, before stating my final 
"conclusion", to say, first the following: 

In the present period of my life, when declining in 
years, after having had everything to satiety that life can 
offer to a human being, and having been thereby fully disil- 
lusioned In everything, and consequently possessing In the 
highest degree all data enabling me to be my impartial, I 
calling on Heavenand Earth towltness my sincerity and swear- 
ing by the peace of my conscience after death, now, based 
on the convictions established tn my consciousness, pro- 
claim in the hearing of all; 
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The fundamental cause of almost all the misunderstand- 
ings arising In the Inner world of man, as well as In the pro- 
cess of the communal life of people. Is chiefly this psychic 
factor, which is formed in man's being during the period of 
preparatory age exclusively on account of a wrong education, 
and In the period of responsible age each stimulation of which 
gives birth in him to the Impulses of iiVanlty" and i, Self- 
Conceit", 

I categorically affirm that the happiness and self-con- 
sciousness, which should be in a real man, as well as in a 
peaceful communal existence between people (leaving aside 
and not attempting to analyse here the numerous other causes 
which exist in our lives through no fault of our own), depend 
in most cases exclusively on the absence in us of the feeling 
of "Vanity". 


My most sincere wish in this case is that every man, 
who strives to justify before Great Mature his destiny as a 
man, and not merely as an animal, that destiny which is 
alloted to him among the other Beings on Barth, and is such 
as it ought to be (as I prove logically in the third series of 
my writings, and affirm without any possible refutation on 
anybody's part), should see afterwanls. In his endeavour to 
discover the sense of my writings and in the new Institutions 
I expect to found, first of all the possibility of finding In 
them various means of helping him to eradicate from his en- 
tirety those data fixed In him, the totality of which gives 
birth to every variety of the feelings of "Vanity". 

And with a view, on the one hand, to characterising — 
for the preparation, so to speak, of "fertile soli" enabling 
readers all the better to grasp my subsequent appeals — my 
perpetual, as it might be called, "maniacal striving" towards 
the solution of all as yet obscure "theandrologlcal" problems, 
and, on the other hand. In order to make my readers under- 
stand more clearly the real significance of the presence in 
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men’s Inner world of factors contributing to a conscious or 
even an automatic cultivation of good Impulses towards other 
people, from which impulses rise all sorts of consequences 
contradicting the usual conceptions of men— that is, Impulses 
idealized and professed by all religious doctrines which have 
existed and still exist on earth, as well as by the morality 
which the ages have forged in man's life,— I consider It use- 
ful or even necessary to confess here that to have the possi- 
bility of explaining to myself in more detail the results of the 
nanlfestation in human intercourse of a "naked” relationship 
based on love, pity, trust, sympathy, etc., free from all kinds 
of evil conventions outwardly established in our life, results 
that before escaped my attention for some reason, I, from the 
day I started this my first appeal, up to today, that is, from 
the 13th of September to the 13th January 1933, on one side 
began myself to put into practice very Insistently, and even 
with a constant self derision, that religious philosophical 
principle known by men for centuries, and according to which 
our ancestors and even some contemporary people who reached , 
thanks to their good life, a certain degree of self-conscious- 
ness, dedicated a third of each year of their life— depending 
onwhich part would least interfere with the obligation of their 
ordinary life,— for self-perfection or, as they say, for "sav- 
ing their souls"; this principle could be formulated In this 
way: ..To - be - patient - towards - every - being - and - not 
- to - attempt - by - the possibilities - in our - power - to - 
alter - the consequences - of - the - evil - deeds - of - our 
-neighbours", on the other side, I provoked and supported 
the manifestations of the prtnclple through an artificial in- 
fluence on the psyche of three other different persons, and 1 
observed thoroughly all the consequences that resulted from 


The devices of my artificial Influence were threefold* 


The first I influenced by means of almost unfnterruDted 
klndly-tntenUcmed persuasions and conscientious exhorta- 
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tlons; the second I influenced by threats of the terrible fut- 
ure awaiting him, and the third by means of various hypnotic 
suggestions. 

During the same period. In so far as my temporary phys- 
ical depression, the consequence of serious fatigue, per- 
mitted, I still further intensified. In relation to all people 
coming in contact with me, my Inner benevolence, but ac- 
companied it by the strict fulfilment of the possibility set 
myself as a serious task of always remembering and, in con- 
versations, deliberately manifesting, under a mask of serious 
Irritation, the device 1 have practised since the beginning of 
my aforesaid twenty-one year period of artificial life, and 
which 1 have summed up in the phrase: ' To - quarrel - ruth- 
lessly - with - all - manifestations - dictated - in - people 
- by - the - evil - factor - of - vanity - present - In - their 
being." 

As to the facts I established at that time, I verified in 
all their aspects all the new facts which derived from that, 
so-called "contact of inner worlds**, and I shall speak about 
them in some subsequent appeals I Intend to publish, but 1 
should like, In the meantime,— -with reference to the last of 
my special observations and verifications, which Iconducled, 
of course, also with a view to preparing for our descendants 
the factual material for the right inculcation and understand- 
ing by them of the real and true meaning of the psycheof their 
*'nelghbours*’ and fellow-men, unfortunate creatures, too, on 
account of their lack of will-power and of real, objective 
reason, so that they, l.e. our descendants, unlike us who. 
as people of our times, have already become, by reason of 
the abnormal environment, almost simple and automatically- 
vegetallng animals, whereas we should be real God-Ilke 
creatures capable of entering Into and understanding the po- 
sition of others,— to give an approximate explanation In this 
my first appeal of one original "elucidatory experiment", at- 
tempted by me during the last months, and to confess yet an- 



other and new categorical decision/ brought forth by the con- 
sequences of this very psychological experiment, and to the 
fulfilment of which decision I Intend to proceed immediately 
upon the completion of all my writings. 

I should like to speak of this experiment here and even 
to confess my categorical decision in this matter, in particu- 
lar, so that there may arise— in the mentation of the many 
people who have met me on the ground of my ideas, but who 
still persist in vegetating on Earth, andonwhom I then wasted 
much time without benefit for either them or myself, chiefly 
on account of their criminal laziness, — time which did not 
suffice, as it was, for my very Important current affairs on a 
world scale — some shock of such intensity as to permit the 
formation In them finally, even if automatically, of some 
Other form of "thlnking-and-feeling" more proper to man, 

I must state, first of all, that when, during these last 
months, I was working on this first appeal of mine while si- 
multaneously looking through my first series of writings, 
which were ready for print, there arose the necessity of eluc- 
idating for myself the aforesaid detailed results eluding or- 
dinary observation as to the existence in man's inner world 
of all sorts of altruistic strivings towards other people, there- 
fore, taking into account the resulting situation, namely, that 
there were almost no people left about me essential for my 
general experimental elucidations, which was the conse- 
quence of the decision 1 had been applying over a period of 
years to limit the circle of people seeking to come in contact 
with me , 1 had recourse— In order to have at my disposal once 
again of the necessary body of various types of people i.e 

to have, as Is said, a "wide field for experiment" to the 

following measure. 

Having decided long beforehand to wortpage, upon the 
completion of my writings, my two European estates in ord 
that. If upon the completion of my writings, my "collaterar 
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commercial" affairs, as I call them, should happen for some 
reason, at the moment Intended for publication, to be In what 
Is called a "process~of-lncreaslng-inertia", which as a mat- 
ter of fact did happen, I might not be wholly dependent on 
others, and that I might have the possibility by the help of 
the money thus realized to put on foot the publication and 
spreading abroad of my writings as I thought fit, I set about 
the arranging of this mortgage not as any person more or less 
familiar with Parisian ways would have done, l.e. by simply 
entrusting the affair to the nearest lawyer, but, with the in- 
tention of forming such on experimental field, entrusted the 
affair rather to a whole series of special offices existing for 
this purpose, as well as to private "commission-agents" and 
"sub-commlsslon-agents". 

Thanks to this, what I think to be my last "extrava- 
ganza", and with a view to satisfying the same mania, I eluc- 
idated for my own benefit— besides convincing myself of the 
correctness of my strange verification, which absolutely con- 
tradicted men's usual conception, that the force and degree 
of man's inner benevolence evokes a proportionate degree of 
"ill-will" In others,— a multitude of hitherto unsuspected and 
new, though slight, and yet very significant and explicative 
facts, and even, it may be said boldly, I became "stuffed" 
again with such wealth of purely psychological material that, 
contrary to my conviction, as well as that of all those who 
have more or less familiarised themselves with my writings, 

— a conviction that I had nothing more to write about, as I 
had already written about everything Imaginable, it would, 
perhaps, have sufficed for my new writer’s profession for the 
remainder of my life, assuming of course that I desired to 
continue In It. 

I was enriched to the maximum with material for writing 
on a countless number of different themes, capable of com- 
posing In their totality an Important literary work, more ex- 
tensive even pertiaps than "Beelzebub's Tales To His Grand- 
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son", and called this time, for erample, "Dreams and Fan- 
tasies of People in the Twentieth Century". 

Two other sad consequences must be mentioned with 
reference to my real situation; the first was that I was forced, 
during that period, to abandon those places in Paris to which 
I had become accustomed, and to interrupt often in this way 
the regular tempo of my thoughts, which were devoted to my 
given task, because, from the day 1 had recourse to the afore- 
said offices and private persons, the expansion of my "ex- 
perimental-fleld" began to assume such proportions, as a re- 
sult apparently of the general crisis, that within two or three 
days I was obliged to do so for fear of being, so to speak, 
finally "sucked dry"; and the second was In that my extrava- 
gant Idea cost me in the end a goodly sum of French francs 
and German marks, 

I would not have called this second circumstance sad, 
as It was all In the order of things to bear heavy expenses in 
the course of my various psydiologlcal researches, had it not 
been that I unexpectedly became that year a victim of the 
American crisis as well. 

Recalling now this much talked of "American crisis", 
and though fully cognizant of the fact that very many will re- 
proach me, I shall not disguise, but openly admit, the fact 
that not only am I personally content, but that I even experi- 
ence an Impulse of "satisfaction" and bless this crisis, which 
has shaken what was, to all appearances, an already stable 
and prosperous American life. 

Such an apparerttly "maUgnant” Impulse arose In my 
original individuality, and continues to thrive therein, for 
the present as a result of the fact that only In consequence 
of Its action upon my material position was I afforded the 
possibility of confirming the correctness of my investigations 
and have only now come to the full and absolute conviction 
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expressed now in all my being and not only, as before, in my 
consciousness, that if. In contradistinction to that documen- 
tally verified fact which persisted in the process of the com- 
munal life of people up to the famous "Graeco-Roman-Civili- 
sation", at the present time in the process of our communal 
life all the inner determined Impulses of any man have finally 
ceased to make any impression and to have of their own ac- 
cord any reverberation in the inner world of the people around 
us, this results exclusively from the consequences of the 
inculcation into the as yet unformed consciousness of the 
growing generation of various conventions and customs for 
their artificial manifestation, i.e. as a consequence of their 
so-called upbringing, which began to assume such distorted 
forms at the time of the Graeco-Roman civilization ana to 
flourish particularly in the period of the Middle Ages. 

The Immediate consequence of this my last "extrava- 
ganza" was that, meeting a multitude of people of every kind 
of social situation and heredity, living at the present time in 
that centre of communal life for contemporary people which Is 
even termed the "capital of the world”, and where, conse- 
quently must flow all, so to speak, "perfected devices" of 
happy customary existence and whence all other peopleought 
to take and use these for their good, — among the number of 
these perfected de/ices must be counted also, of course, 
simplified methods for the purposed formation in man’s being 
of corresponding factors for the conscious and automatic 
manifestation of various aspects of "ohleetlve-morallty",— 

I, having outwardly with these people, on the ground of my 
wish to obtain a comparatively small sun of money against 
the security of my property worth many millions, various, so 
to speak, "loglcaHy-sequent-buslness-relatlons", and in- 
wardly realizing in practice the aforesaid "religious-phllo- 
sophlcal-princlple" In pursuanceof my special psychological 
aim, as a result of ell this, have fully and clearly, and with- 
out any shadow of doubt, established the complete absence 
In them of all those psychological factors which, in accord- 
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ance v^ith many historical data lending themselves to docu- 
mentary proof, necessarily fonred themselves in the entirety 
of people of past epochs. 

Those psychic factors in particular, which form them- 
selves In people during the period of their preparatory age 
partly of their own accord under the influence of their envir- 
onment, and partly by the deliberate action of wise tutors, 
during responsible life, mechanically react in such a way 
upon the usual general psyche, that these people cannot, 
even in spite of all their mental desire, behave in relation to 
others otherwise than In accordance with these psychic fac- 
tors rooted in them since chilahood. 

I refer to those factors which are in the process of form- 
ing, even in the present time, entirely automatically, it is 
true, In the majority of people living on all continents in 
places more or less isolated from the influence of so-called 
contemporary "culture". 

It must be added here that these psychic factors may 
likewise be easily instilled Into people living their prepara- 
tory age under the conditions of contemporary culture, but to 
make possible the conservation of these factors unchanged 
over the whole period of responsible life it is Indispensable, 
—with a view to their fixation, as my experimental elucida- 
tions have shown me — to watch over them Indefatlgably over 
a period of one or two years following their coming of age 
and shield them from specially potent environing influences 
by exercising a corresponding Influence over them. 

Of these psychic factors the one that stands out most 
in relief, and which becomes at once easily obvious is the 
factor that may be called "scruple-of-consclence" and which 
makes it impossible that Its possesser set otit&rwise chsn 
frankly in relation to all those who show him full inner con 
fldence. even if his so-called "waUng-consciousness" urges 
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him to act In an opposite manner. 

Speaking of this factor, Inhe.ent In the human psyche 
which necessarily formed itself and was present in the,*^ 
period of the responsible life of our ancestors, now^' 
parted Into Eternity, does not prevent my saying e 
even emphasizing with an impulse of great offence tha 
fifty people inhabiting the capital of the v/orld and s 
me at that tlme—wlthout, of course, their being cons 
of it— as objects of my observations and elucidations, 
functioning and manifestation of this peculiar psychic fa< 
proved among eleven of them to have been completely trar. 
formed Into the factor called In ancient tinges “podlspodny' 
that Is, degeneration, and one which has already gone so fa 
that, on accidental or deliberate excitation of this factor, the 
manifestation of Its action comes about In r^an by the accom- 
plishment of a diametrically opposite act. 

I even assured myself of the existenc;a in two of these 
eleven persons, two brothers of Juridical origin, marked signs 
of the beginning of that same evil "nothing*', which was first 
noted In man's entirety by the Babylonian Sages and physlo- 
chemlsts, and called by them "polsnekuer", and which, ac- 
cording to the explanation of these sages, has the property 
of becoming transformed under certain well known conditions 
of environment into a source of contagion. 

I have the intention, I may say, upo^ the final com- 
pletion of work on all my writings, to mak^ this ‘'nothing”, 
also, the object of my Investigations and to try and find means 
for uprooting forever from people's lives this plague on hu- 
manity. 

And becoming convinced during this tijue that the prin- 
cipal reason for the absence of these factoi-g, which can be 
with ease deliberately formed, was to be fou^d chiefly in the 
absence In the process of our contemporary Iifg, the edu- 


74 




cem, of course, their former and as yet living tutors, for the 
dead, who did not, ^rhlle alive, perform their obligations, 
which they voluntanly undertook towards their successors, 
annihilate themselves, as I demonstrate experimentally, so 
completely that, after a fev/ days already, there is no means, 
either b> natural-physical or by supematural-magical powers, 
of establishing contact with any of their former parts. 

And to make possible the realization of all this, I pre- 
cisely today and in, to me, a very strange coincidence of 
circumstances, consisting in that I was writing the last lines 
of this my first appeal a few minutes before the coming of the 
New Year, according to the old style, in that moment in par- 
ticular when, with the passage of objective time, in one of 
the processesof change from theold to the new year. It suited 
Just and impartial Fate or some other “Saintly-Aspect-of-ths- 
Blessed-Cosrric-EquiIlbrtun“ to bnng about my appearance 
Into the world, give myself in this, for me, significant mo- 
ment In the flood of my life, ny essential word— to mobilize 
all rry abilities and whatsoever possibilities have accumu- 
lated In me in the course of my past life in order to find these 
people and to realize in relation to then this very aim 1 have 
set myself. Amen, 

Now, after pronouncing such an often materialised here 
on Earth, Biblical and all-concluding word. It only remains 
for me to proclaim to all, who have in any way net ne on the 
ground of my Ideas up to the tine of my activity as a writer, 
that, after, an eight-year break In all relations with all and 
sundry, I again eagerly renew then as from today. 

I renew then in all eagerness, of course, only with 
those people whose inner world has not yet finally wasted 
away and fallen under the sway of ^mrlous representatives of 
the God of Evil. 

Any personal Inter/lcw with re Is only possible after 



preliminaTy correspondence with r»y secretaries. 

Wherever I may be, my permanent address still remains 
as before: Chateau du Prieure, Fontainebleau, France. 

That place in particular, where was located the chief 
department of "The Institute For Man's Harmonious Develop- 
ment," founded by me eleven years ago, and which, I may 
say, thanks to my keeping In view, from the very beginning 
of my activity as a writer, that I had in it something indis- 
pensable to the aim of fulfilling this present new phase of my 
activity for the good of my neighbours, and, as a result of 
this, thanks to the principal aim I had set myself, regardless 
of my physical state after the catastrophe, of preserving this 
Chateau, and everything It was comprised of and contained. 
Intact In spite of very considerable difficulties of a material 
as well as of another nature,— remains at the present time 
not only Intact and. as well preserved as it was on the day of 
my misfortune, but may serve with entire satisfaction— be- 
cause of the multitude of new constructions and Improvements 
— for all that I may now undertake. 


G. GURDTIEFF. 
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CIRCUIAR LETTER 


addressed to all who have at any time met me on the ground 
of my ideast with seven appended registration-blanks. 


Dear Sir or Madam, 

V/hen looking through, today, the final and printed text 
of the first book of my writings as It was brought from the 
printer, and which I have called "The Herald of Coming Good", 
my thoughts began to swarm, like thoroughbred bees disturbed 
In their narrow, primitive hive, with all sorts of impressions 
which had been accumulating In the course of my past life, 
amongst them the remembrance of definitely elucidated conse- 
quences In certain eases whose exterior results were like 
those which. In my opinion, ought to arise In men’s lives 
through the publication of this book of mine. 

While reflecting upon this, as well as upon everything 
else connected with the ensuing publications of my writings. 
It occurred to me that, before allowing this which may be 
called my "Flrst-bom-on-Earth" to make its Initial steps 
among the masses of people unacquainted with me, 1 should 
first send it, armed with my circular letter, to each of those 
people*— granted, of course, I was still able to discover their 
address— widely scattered over the earth, who have ever 
come Into contact with me on the ground of my Ideas and who 
later deviated from me In the sense of subjective relations 
towards me as to a personality, no matter whether as friends 
or enemies. 
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I decided to do this because this first "child” of mine, 
forming as It does but a part of a very Important general re- 
sult consequent upon my eight-year, nlght-and-day, almost 
uninterrupted, concentrated and unusual, for the contempor- 
ary man, active work, lacks still, being as yet Isolated, and 
small into the bargain, sufficient strength to defend itself 
against all kinds ef snares and misfortunes. 

The means of defending itself prlrrclpally against that, 
of late Increased among us, type of people who, though re- 
sembling us in outward formation, have yet become In their 
responsible age as a result of their abnormal education In 
childhood, as well as, of course, of their degenerate hered- 
ity, the possessors of the nature and heredity of real and 
rapacious ravens. 

Sending off this first-born of mine with the prayer of 
the accompanying letter to shield It from the aforesaid ''ra- 
vens", I desire already now, in gratitude for the fulfilment of 
ray request andwlthout watting for the time to become ripe for 
this , as It necessarily will, to warn all those who have ever 
met me, or have discussed my Ideas with me, about one con- 
dition, as yet unexplained in this booklet, contained In my 
proposed plan for the spreading far and wide of my writings, 
which It Is my Intention also to publish In the near future. 

According to this condition for the acquiring of my writ- 
ings— in spite of what has been said In the text of the booklet 
herewith appended as to the categorical decision to make ac- 
cessible only the books of the first series— the books of the 
second series, as well es the first books of the third series, 
may also be made as accessible. 

The fact is that all the books of the second series will 
be immediately sent or distributed, as soon as printed to 
any one desiring them, irrespective of whether he has*al- 
ready been a foUcrwex of mine or has only now become one to 
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anyone whose address will be Indicated on the seven regis- 
tration-blanks appended to this letter, the filling in and 
posting of which blanks to the corresponding centre for the 
spreading of my writings being Imposed as an obligatory duty 
upon the person, who will distribute or sell the first three 
books of the first series of my writings 

I think now it would be most useful — for my fundamental 
aim as well as for the easy and certain understanding of all I 
have said m this circular letter of mine—if, in the first place, 

I frankly confess the objective truth on the basis of which I 
decided with a clear conscience to make use of such an un- 
usual device for the spreading far and wide of my writings, 
and, secondly, remind all the honourable addressees of my 
circular letter of one very actual and easily Imaginable fact, 
which played a part in my past life during the period of my 
meetings and dlscussionswlth them on the ground of my ideas 

Where the first is concerned, I had In mind that com- 
mandment already sanctified by the ages for the peaceful 
and happy existence of communities and which is thus ex- 
pressed In words 


One-hand-washes-another 

But the last mentioned fact resulted from and consists 
In that If I— the person, that is, whose common sense, broad 
understanding, presence of mind and commercial capacities 
have been briefly but satisfactorily touched upon in the first 
book of the second series of my writings,— lack, at the pres- 
ent, enough money for the publication, with a view to human 
happiness, of my almost ten-year's labour as a writer, a la- 
bourwhich is the result of a hali-a-century of deliberate suf- 
fering and conscious labours for the realization of what was, 
after all-sided active reflection, predetermined by me, money 
nscessary to avoid depending upon the caprices of various 
professional and non-professional publishers, then that is 
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sewant"“4rd the oroo'rt''' 1-your formerly "humble 

Ual aim this reallv'^ °* saving up for such anessen- 

tlme upTo yoS I -ay 

possess, cWefl'y becaus°e 

>>eeause, I confess no y°“P ostaiaal laziness, and also 
»srdly pursulnran ' ^ I ™as In- 

ought to have, and wh^h * h which you 

Plate honesty on my satisfied, v,lth com- 

Pethaps your love of ‘^“''“a'ly ' and sometimes even 

from yourself and have no i ^ttqulred Imperceptibly 

ao necessa^ feeUnc flmt of ali; 

ae PosslblllL urtaH “'"“-''Olaatlon", which gives you 

«alti:g!‘"^““= oPon°L™^,?h'reaX“o 

"amely.'fhat vot“? ‘*'® mote 

lan«.. people more or less familiar qA. 4 i.k ' 

my crtTn.?'' '*'" '°™ ‘hough., as “eu';fwr.J 

y nglnal manner of exposition, should first attftmr.*. 

tetr; 'ho‘ "Philosophising" oummo?,*”'"" 

ated hooplo. to understand the various axioms llhi i"' 
Uon ^ "‘V" lao' hoots and which In thelr^nter “ e 

imr, ‘h® 'toty essence of the whole of this series r 

seff”(^* writings, and should then devote the whole of vo"'" 

If, for a definite period, to aiding by your exptanatt ^^our- 

ndetslandlng ol them by other, of the sons of Our r°o ‘h® 
rather, who have strayed like you and who lack a*: 

®s you in your Inner world, all perseverance in rprTP,..j 
Jectlve truths of whatsoever nature. ob- 

As 1 was obliged to address this first circni 
principally to people who have already come into ^®^ter 
latlon to me, I should like to profit by this opportunity^^^i^'^" 
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express in conclusion in the name of future generations as 
well as personally my sincere gratitude to those of the people 
coming into contact with me during the twenty-year-period of 
life mentioned in the "Herald-Of-Comlng-Good", who have 
through many years — without their knowledge-— served me as 
objects of my observations and investigations of the pro- 
cesses going on in them of crystallisation and decrystallisa- 
tlon of those psychic factors, the transformation of which for 
the acquiring of subjectivlsed manifestation demands a com- 
paratively lengthy period. 

I consider it my moral duty to add here that these ob- 
servations and Investigations ofmlne In the past cannot hence- 
forth serve as the reason why these people, who have served 
as the objects of my Investigation, should now have lost the 
possibility of entering together with others upon the true path 
and of attaining— by the help of my detailed and written ex- 
planations— to real Being. 

For the automatic elimination from the general entity of 
the above-mervtioned people of all psychic factors, capable 
of impeding the whole hearted devotion of self to newly based 
work for the attainment of the predetermined Higher Being, 
which must necessarily be kin toman, and for the elimina- 
tion likewise of some resulting and so-called "bitter-dregs" 
in relation to me as a personality, 2 think It Is necessary to 
say only the following: — 

Believe me, during the v/hole period of my relations 
with you, ray inner world never harboured either egotistical 
or altruistic Impulses, and there existed only, always and In 
everything, the exclusive desire to prepare in all perfection 
for the future generations the science of the "Objective-Truth 
-Of-Beality". 

But know. In any case, that, firstly, the whole amount 
realised by the sale of the books of my first series of wrlt- 
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the^sDrparif ^ special fund, reserved for printing, 

rtvjg efir’iUM “"“S 'he maeses and 

secondJ Ilf!! 'h°'' “"^hle to acquire them, and, 

Sratui^ cfa L h “>e all-embracing llt- 

for the tlmfhff'^ 'h®®® y®®''= I'® answered 

cations 1, 'h® nsntral bureau of my publl- 

®ions whoseaddrees Is- Chateau "Paradou”, Fontainebleau, 


tsadyfef„%f^T"‘ f® °f the first series Is al- 

Wsh and Gemi ^ printed In the Russian, French, Erg- 
'sedy belno n!!^rsff f"''!? ‘ languages, translations are al- 
Swedlsrianguagfs A™®nlan, Spanish, Turkish and 

nnly In Francf-^ ®®t'®® m® being printed 

anting in ciermany,frrrlfaa“rpe!‘s,f. 

this flrsT s*L'f i“if "f ‘ 'h® hooks of 

sale-at 200 Freich frats': “h® h'®®® 


G. GURDJIEFF. 
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A SUPPLEMENTARy ANNOUNCEMENT 


Evoked by the Events of the Last few days and Which Might 
Have Very Great Significance For Many People Who Have 
Known Me. 


Tuesday, 7th March 1933. 
Grand Cafe 
Fontainebleau. 


The events ot an economic, political and social char- 
acter, taking place in the past few weeks among the people 
of all the continents, have finally confirmed in me the con- 
viction that already this small booklet of my writings, which 
heads the list of my publications, will have an unusually 
large and moreover a rapidly Increased circulation and will 
fall, of course, first of all Into the hands of each one of those 
people who, eleven years ago, took part In one way or an- 
other In the organization In France of the principal depart- 
ment of the public institute founded by me under the name of 
•'The Institute For Man's Harmonious Development". 

And In view of the fact that, shortly on that very spot, 
and In almost the same conditions, there is due to take place 
a very Important event connected with that former o^aniza- 
tion, I decided today, that Is, a few hours before the appear- 



mv sketching the plans of 

nomre™ Sonstmctlons, to write the following an- 

sncement and to ask the publisher to add this supplesEnt. 

out ‘"*0""a«°nabout which will wlth- 

fonnerlv nan/ T’’ and thought of alt those who 

and refctlnr''*'’^ acUvlty various assoclaUons 

by the old r^'i •bat. firstly, -on the 23rd of April 

Geome-tl Vf a, that ‘s, on the day of Salnt- 

PotlS of the 'r.' counted throughout the 

■Corona to speak. Its 

Pened for the flrst ttoe'^^/° 

the foundauon I, < i"'®" ^^o, a solemn laying of 

its first form ^ttiiding, which already. In 

ought ^;rfo;r its significance, considered 

®S the heart of considered as it were 

®nd which wa< t activity for the good of my neighbours 
Prteure unde^thft f ^ Chateau du 

W the EMlish^A^ a"'® Gymnasium" or, as it was called 
i-ngllsh and Americans, "Study-House". 

every resMct"!o batldbtg. answering as It does in 

eeuS: of the big ‘'/^^“PP^'etton "HI be situated In the very 

beside? th?th'lar"®°iT" ” "Study-House" will comprise, 
°n the first and .'"'.r' ''®“ "h.ch already erdsted, 

otatortes fm„H b^pement floors several Independent lab- 
em s«enc? and 1 “the L'° V‘ *0 achievements of mod- 
es vet . number of which will be found three 

th Earth, namely the "Magnetic-A«5trai» 

the Thoughthanbledzoln" and Mentaloethf»rr>-,. < ^®tral , 
will be the also fabulous , astronomical observato^^tteri 

with all devices for applying all the laws irnf>, ^ fitted out 
'rarious ages for the refraction and reflection of^ra" 
me magnliylngof the vlsibiUty by meansof mediumTsurpro;: 
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This building will be fitted out also with other Inven- 
tions, which I long ago constructed and which are already 
known to many, though they have not been as yet exploited, 
and among which are to be found: The "Luminous-Key-Board" 
and the "Retro-Rebounding-Echoraising-Organ". 

Secondly, from the first of June of this year will be es- 
tablished again the interrupted activity of the Institute organ- 
ized at that time, though it is being re-established on other 
foundations and even under an altogether different name, but 
appearing in its totalityas the result of Its reallzatlonat that 
time. 


There will be re-established also in its full intensity 
that activity which is so unusual in modem times and which 
was first interrupted in 1924 as a result of the serious in- 
juries which I received in my motor accident, and also later 
as a result of my decision to devote myself wholly for a def- 
inite period to activity as a writer, 

1 have now decided, in this first booklet to be pub- 
lished by me and which might also be called, as they used 
to say in ancient times “Habarchl", l.e. "town-crier", be- 
cause It proclaims, above all, in the hearing of all the com- 
ing on God's Earth in sequent order of the already weighty, 
and all-and everythlng-lllumlnating volumes written by me, 
to announce this also in order that — in time for such an im- 
pending event which is so significant for the fundamental 
aim of my life— Information about It might have time to reach 
as great a number of people as possible who participated the 
first time in the arrangement and opening of the initial ac- 
tivity of the Institute founded by me and to call up in them:— 

In some, whose actions were at that time based upon a de- 
sire for good and happiness not only for themselves, but also 
for theirnelghbours , a proud-and-Joyful satisfaction; In others, 
whose every intention and manifestation was founded upon, 
as they, too, will now themselves In all probability confess 
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with an impulse of remorse, only their purely-slavish egotism 
snd criminal laziness, — shame and repentance. 


And may this my new begin- 
ning be In harmony with all the 
three embodied Blessed Forces of 
OUR COMMON FATHER. Amen. 
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